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Page 1 of 8   *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 610 4th Street 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 748.17.) 
San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. 
*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # ____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Trips for Kids Marin 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 610 4th Street City San Rafael                          Zip 94901 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S 542056.53 m E / 4202871.04 m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 014-085-07 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The parcel that contains the subject building is composed of a rectangular lot with a rear yard to the north. The property is located on 4th 
Street in San Rafael, California, a commercial thoroughfare, between U.S. Route 101 or Redwood Highway to the west and Irwin Street to 
the east.  
 
The property contains 610 4th Street, a one-story over raised basement Neoclassical Rowhouse-type building that currently houses a repair 
shop and offices for a bicycle not-for-profit organization (Figure 1). The building was originally designed for residential use and converted 
to commercial use at a later date. The rectangular-plan building sits on an at-grade foundation and is primarily clad in a mix of vertical panel 
siding and horizontal wood siding. An integral garage is located on the ground-level of the primary (south) façade and the building’s two 
main entrances are within the front porch of the second story of the primary façade and are accessible by a set of stairs. The roof is hipped 
and clad in asphalt shingles with a single hipped roof dormer window in the center.  
 
 
(See continuation sheet) 
 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building) 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  
 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: Primary (south) façade looking 
northeast, 8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Circa 1924, Sanborn Map (Source: ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19)   
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Trips for Kids Marin 
610 4th Street 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 8/17/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 

 



 
 
 
 
Page 2 of 8       *NRHP Status Code 6Z 

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 610 4th Street 

DPR 523B (9/2013)   *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD      

B1.  Historic Name: None 
B2.  Common Name: 610 4th Street 
B3.  Original Use: Residence  B4.  Present Use: Office and Bicycle shop 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Neoclassical 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The City of San Rafael’s online permit portal did not include the original building permit, however the building’s build date of circa 1924 is 
based on the earliest Sanborn map that shows the subject property (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020; ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19). Online permits and plans reveal the following building alterations occurred over time: the building’s use changed 
from a residence to office, shop, and integral garage workspace (1977); new exterior stairs were added to the primary façade (1977); 
driveway repaving (1977); interior alterations were made for office use (1978); a window was replaced with a storefront door (1986); 
application for sign permit was filed (1987); and a sheer wall was added (1997).  
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features: 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown 
 
b.  Builder: Unknown 
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). 
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Andrea Dumovich, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The primary façade features two architectural bays. The two main entrances are located in the eastern bay and feature single, pedestrian 
doors. Although not fully visible from the public right of way, the doors appear to be made of contemporary wood with glazed security screen 
doors. A transom window composed of two small square lites is adjacent to the main entrances within the front porch and appears to have 
vinyl sashes. The western bay features a single picture window, directly above the garage. The window appears to have metal replacement 
sashes. The dormer window at the roof level of the primary façade is composed of what appears to be wood sashes and has either a hopper 
or awning-style operation.  
 
Windows on the west and east facades contain a mix of single and paired, double-hung wood sash windows and wood-sash transom 
windows (Figure 2). The rear (north) façade is not visible from the public right of way, however it appears to lack fenestration based on 
current aerial imagery (Google 2020).  
 
Commercial signage for the non-profit tenant is fixed to the primary façade at the exterior staircase. Metal bike racks are located in front of 
the primary and east facades and along the driveway of the primary façade. A metal gate is affixed near the building’s southeast corner 
along the east façade and corrugated metal sheets are attached above the existing wood fence along the west property line of the rear yard. 
 
*B6. Construction History (continued): 
 
Visual inspection reveals the following alterations which occurred at unknown dates: installation of vertical panel siding on the building’s 
primary façade, exterior staircase, and lower portion of the west façade; replacement of both doors on the primary façade; replacement of 
the sashes in the picture window at the primary facade with metal sashes; replacement of the sashes of the porch’s transom window on the 
primary façade with vinyl sashes; patching of a small part of the roof’s west façade; addition of two contemporary gates along the east 
façade; addition of make-shift corrugated metal fencing added to existing fencing at the west property line of the rear yard; addition of 
contemporary signage to the primary façade; installation of metal bike racks at the primary and east facades; and removal of the garage 
door and insertion of a recessed wall to create indoor space within the former garage.  
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907b:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
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the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19).  
 
Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).   
 
The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020). 
 
Neoclassical Rowhouse (1895-1915) 
The Neoclassical Rowhouse was constructed primarily between 1895 and 1915. This residential typology developed from the larger, more 
ubiquitous Colonial Revival-style residences and is reflective of a stripped down or highly modest Queen Anne Cottage, with Craftsman and 
Neoclassical characteristics. The term “rowhouse” refers to a series of homes built in congruence and situated alongside one another in a 
row. Characteristics of the Neoclassical Rowhouse include a one-story residence, square plan, raised foundation with the main living 
quarters accessible by a set of stairs, hipped roof with a dormer window, front porch or shallow porch that contains shortened columns, 
square or slanted bay with double-hung windows, narrow clapboard siding, and narrow side yards between houses (City of Oakland 1978: 
19). Neoclassical Rowhouses were most often built for working middle-class residents, and today they remain ubiquitous and scattered 
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area in places such as the Marin County, the East Bay, and the South Bay. Because this typology blends 
characteristics of multiple styles, its name varies based on different sources. Virginia Savage McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses 
describes this style as a Neoclassical Cottage, while the city of Palo Alto labels it as a Square Cottage (McAlester 2015:436; City of Palo 
Alto 2001:5-3). 
 
Site History 
Sanborn maps from 1907 show the subject property’s location was undeveloped at that time, with a creek to the immediately west and 
several single-story residences in the vicinity (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907a:10). By the time of the 1924 Sanborn map publication, 
the creek was no longer shown, and the subject property appeared as a residential building with a detached garage (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19). Newspaper and online research revealed no information regarding the building’s architect. The earliest historic 
aerial verifying the subject building’s footprint is dated 1931 (UC Santa Barbara 2020). A 1941 USGS map indicates that the Northwestern 
Pacific train tracks ran approximately 390 feet to the west of the subject building at that time (USGS 1941). That same year, the elevated 
U.S. Route 101 (Redwood Highway) was constructed through San Rafael, built immediately west of the subject property as later shown in 
1950 Sanborn maps (Caltrans 1999; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950: 19). By 1977, 610 4th Street was converted from residential to 
commercial use. The building’s alterations were completed by the firm Bushnell, Jessup, Murphy & Van De Weghe Architects—an 
architectural firm based in San Francisco that was active in the 1960s-1990s. Dick Jessup and Gilbert Murphy previously worked for John 
Carl Warnecke before forming Bushnell, Jessup, Murphy & Van De Weghe (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020; Johnson 
2007).  
 
Permits reveal the following owners associated with the property: F Bennett (1977); Shabnam Development Co LTD (1978); Steve Wiseman 
(1986); and Cliff and Judy Den Otter (1991). Trips for Kids Marin currently owns the property and has maintained ownership since circa 
1994 (ParcelQuest 2020; Trips for Kids Marin 2020). No pertinent information was uncovered regarding the subject building’s owners. Based 
on permits and historic newspaper research, the following tenants and businesses are associated with the property: Joyce Bell (1950); Anna 
Pillus (1959); Bridget Barbeau (1967); Gerald Jerome Joseph (1971); Reflections Cut and Perm Center (1987); Sunshine Health (1987) 
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(City of San Rafael Community Development 2020) (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1950: 3; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 
1959: 1; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1967: 26; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1971: 9). No pertinent information was 
uncovered regarding the subject building’s tenants. Today the building’s tenants include Trips for Kids Marin—a bicycle non-profit composed 
of a repair shop and offices. Since its construction, the building footprint appears to have remained unchanged.   
 
Evaluation of 610 4th Street 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), nor was it previously evaluated and found eligible. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the subject 
property under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1–4 for individual eligibility.   
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events): 
 
610 4th Street is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. As early as the 1880s, residences within a few blocks of the San 
Rafael depot were developed to serve the city’s growing population. The subject building was constructed in circa 1924 in response to the 
early twentieth century population growth in downtown San Rafael, which was a common occurrence throughout the Bay Area. Research 
did not yield evidence that the building is associated with more specific events or patterns of events that have historical significance. 
Additionally, the subject building no longer represents its original use as a residence due to its change in use as a commercial building in 
the 1970s. In order to be eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1, a building would need to be directly associated with an important event 
that made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of state or national history. The subject building is not associated with broad 
patterns of local or regional history or with the cultural heritage of California or the United States. Therefore, the subject building at 610 4th 
Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1.    
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
The non-profit Trips for Kids Marin has maintained ownership of the subject building for approximately 26 years (between circa 1994-2020).  
However, no significant persons have been identified for their association with Trips for Kids Marin. Additionally, historic newspapers and 
online research did not identify any relevant information pertaining to the building’s earlier known tenants and owners. Therefore, 610 4th 
Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
610 4th Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 and the Neoclassical Rowhouse commercial building lacks distinctive 
architectural character. Although the subject building was built as a Neoclassical Rowhouse style residential property, numerous alterations 
over the years, including its change of use from residential to commercial, have removed much of the Neoclassical Rowhouse style 
architectural features. The following alterations have diminished the building’s original Neoclassical Rowhouse style: conversion of part of 
the ground floor to a garage workspace; removal of a second story window and replacement with a storefront door on the primary façade; 
replacement exterior stairs; replacement of original horizontal wood siding with vertical siding; and replacement of various window sashes 
throughout the building.  
 
The architect of the subject building is unknown, however, it does not appear to be the work of a master design professional or builder due 
to its lack of architectural detail and its common use of the Neoclassical Rowhouse style and form. The Neoclassical Rowhouse style was 
mostly built in the late 1800s through early 1900s and remains prevalent throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. Bushnell, Jessup, Murphy 
& Van De Weghe Architects completed the building’s 1977 change of use alterations. Two of the partners (Dick Jessup and Gilbert Murphy) 
worked for master architect John Carl Warnecke prior to establishing their firm, however Bushnell, Jessup, Murphy & Van De Weghe do not 
appear to be masters in their own right. In addition, the 1977 alterations are not substantial enough to merit eligibility under NRHP/CRHR 
Criterion C/3. The commercial building does not embody a noteworthy type, period, region, or method of construction, nor was it designed 
by a master. As a result, the subject building is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3. 
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 610 4th Street does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already 
captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
 
Conclusion 
Based on the above evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 610 4th Street is not eligible for individual listing on the 
CRHR. The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. View of west façade, facing east. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
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District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # ____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Taqueria San Jose  
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 615 4th Street City San Rafael                          Zip 94901 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S; 542050.38 m E / 4202824.36 m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 014‐122‐13 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The subject parcel is composed of a rectangular lot with paved parking to the south. The property is located on 4th Street, a commercial 
thoroughfare, between Irwin Street to the east and the U.S.101 or Redwood Highway to the west, and Hetherton Street further west.  
 
638 4th Street is a one-story Mid-Century commercial style building in San Rafael, California that currently houses a Mexican restaurant 
(Figure 1). The generally rectangular-plan building sits on an at-grade foundation, is primarily clad in smooth stucco with some wood siding 
and contains a flat roof with no eaves. The building’s primary facade faces north and is divided into two bays (east and west). The west bay 
is slightly recessed from the east bay. The primary façade contains the primary entry door and storefront windows.  
 
 
 (See continuation sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building) 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  
 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: Primary (north) and west façades 
looking southeast, 8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Circa 1946, historic aerials (Source: NETR 2020). 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Carlos and Eva Rocha Trust 
3192 FRYE ST  
Oakland, CA 94602 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 8/17/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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DPR 523B (9/2013)   *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD      

B1.  Historic Name: Marin County Civil Defense 
B2.  Common Name: 615 4th Street 
B3.  Original Use: Unknown   B4.  Present Use: Restaurant 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Mid-Century Commercial 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The City of San Rafael’s online permit portal did not include the original building permit (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). 
However, historic aerials from 1946 confirm the property was constructed by that time, so a circa 1946 construction date is assumed (NETR 
2020). A 1950 Sanborn map notes the building contained “Pilast’d” (plastered) walls (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950: 19). Relevant 
online permits reveal the following building alterations occurred over time: interior alterations (1978); awing installation (1982); “remodel deli” 
(1983); “restaurant remodel, add pizza oven & hood” (1989); “install restaurant equipment, built counter” (1993); and “remove walls,” which 
likely refers to interior walls (1994) (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). 
 
Visual inspection reveals the following alterations which occurred at unknown dates: the primary (north) façade’s main entrance and 
storefront system appear to be replacements; windows at the west façade have been replaced with vinyl sashes; the  decorative metal bars 
on the west façade windows appear to be later additions; and the pedestrian door on the west façade appears to be a replacement.  
 
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features:  paved parking lot 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown 
 
b.  Builder: Unknown 
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). 
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Andrea Dumovich, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The main entrance to the building, located on the primary (north) façade, is recessed within the west architectural bay. The entrance is 
composed of a single, partially glazed, wood-frame pedestrian door flanked by fixed, wood-frame storefront windows. Additional large, 
glazed storefront windows, which appear to be wood-frame, are located within the eastern bay of the primary (north) façade. Wood paneling 
runs along the base of the primary (north) façade below the fenestration.  
 
A row of windows lines the west façade, which is made up of ten wood frame windows with replacement vinyl-sash and one wood pedestrian 
door. The windows appear to have decorative concrete frames and are partially encased by decorative metal bars. The east façade lacks 
fenestration (Figure 2). Based on aerial imagery, the rear (south) façade appears to contain one vehicular door, a single window, and 
possibly one pedestrian door (Google 2020).  
 
An awning with commercial signage stating “Taqueria San Jose” is fixed to the primary (north) façade. A few mature trees line the property 
to the east and northwest. 
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19).  
 
Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).  
  
The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
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shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020). 
 
Site History  
Sanborn maps from 1924 show the subject property’s location was undeveloped at that time, with mostly single-story residences surrounding 
the area and the Northwestern Pacific train tracks located along Tamalpais Avenue, one block or approximately 400 feet to the west 
(ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1924:19).  In 1941, the elevated U.S. Route 101 (Redwood Highway) was constructed through San Rafael, 
immediately west of the subject property (Caltrans 1999). Shortly after, in circa 1946, the subject building was constructed at 615 4th Street 
as a single-story commercial building (Figure 3) (NETR 2020). Newspaper and online research revealed no information regarding the 
building’s architect. 
 
Although the building’s original tenants are unknown, from approximately 1952-1956, the subject property housed office headquarters for 
the Marin County Civil Defense organization (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1952:3; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956:1). 
Marin County Civil Defense focused on disaster preparedness and first aid for county residents, ranging from wartime preparation for an 
atomic bomb to natural disasters such as earthquakes and storms (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1953: 24). Sometime around the 
late 1970s - early 1980s, the building was converted from offices to a deli and/or restaurant.  
 
Permits reveal the following owners associated with the property: Royce W. Lay and Ole Brix (1978); Angelo Roselli (1982-1983); Sreang 
Tan (1989); Barry Moore (1992); Carlos Rocha (1992-1994); and the current owners Carlos and Eva Rocha Trust (2020) (City of San Rafael 
Community Development 2020; ParcelQuest 2020). No pertinent information was uncovered regarding the subject building’s owners. Based 
on permits and historic newspaper research, the following tenants and businesses are associated with the property: Marin County Civil 
Defense (circa 1952-1956); ice cream manufacture (1982); Gelato Inc. (1992); and Taqueria San Jose (1992-present) (City of San Rafael 
Community Development 2020) (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1952:3; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956:1). No pertinent 
information was uncovered regarding the subject building’s tenants. Today the building’s tenants include the restaurant Taqueria San Jose. 
Since its construction, the building footprint appears to have remained unchanged.   
 
Evaluation of 615 4th Street 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), nor was it previously evaluated and found eligible. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the subject 
property under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1–4 for individual eligibility.   
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events): 
 
615 4th Street is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. The subject commercial building was constructed in circa 1946, 
around the start of the post-World War II era. Although its original tenant and use is unknown, the building appears to have been constructed 
in response to San Rafael’s commercial growth which was fostered by increased automobile traffic and the construction of the raised U.S. 
Route 101 through San Rafael in 1941. Research did not yield evidence that the commercial building is associated with more specific events 
or patterns of events that have historical significance. In order to be eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1, a building would need to be 
directly associated with an important historic context. Additionally, research conducted on the building’s occupants did not reveal that the 
commercial building fostered early or remarkable business growth for any of its tenants, including early tenant Marin County Civil Defense 
(whose headquarters occupied the building between circa 1952-1956), or for San Rafael at large. World War II triggered increased military 
presence in Marin County and Marin County Civil Defense operated several locations throughout the County including their office 
headquarters at 615 4th Street. The commercial building does not appear to be associated with broad patterns of local or regional history 
or with the cultural heritage of California or the United States. Therefore, the subject building at 615 4th Street is not significant under 
NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1.    
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CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
The subject building served as the Marin County Civil Defense organization’s headquarters for approximately 4 years (from circa 1952-
1956). For approximately 28 years (between 1992-2020), the building served as the Mexican restaurant, Taqueria San Jose. However, no 
pertinent information was uncovered regarding the owners or tenants of either of these organizations/businesses. Additionally, historic 
newspapers and online research did not identify any relevant information pertaining to the building’s earlier tenants. Therefore, 615 4th 
Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
615 4th Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 and the Mid-Century Commercial style building lacks distinctive architectural 
character. The subject building was built in circa 1946. Although the original architect is unknown, the subject building does not appear to 
be the work of a master design professional or builder due to its lack of architectural detail and modest style and form.  The commercial 
building does not embody a noteworthy type, period, region, or method of construction. As a result, the subject building does not have high 
architectural value and is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3. 
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 615 4th Street does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already 
captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
 
Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 615 4th Street is not eligible for individual listing on the CRHR. 
The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. View of primary (north) and east façades, facing southwest. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 3. 1946 historic aerial showing the subject property outlined in red. Source: NETR 2020, edited by ICF. 
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*P11.  Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 748.17.) 
San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. 
*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # ____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: 636 4th Street; 640 4th Street; 1006 Tamalpais Avenue; House of Bagels; Western Union Loans; Healthy Massage  
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 638 4th Street City San Rafael                          Zip 94901 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S 541956.86 m E / 4202885.46 m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 014-084-14 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The subject parcel is composed of a square lot with paved parking to the east. The property is located on 4th Street, a commercial 
thoroughfare, between Tamalpais Avenue and the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) train tracks to the west and Hetherton street 
to the east. The San Rafael SMART train depot and U.S. Route 101 or Redwood Highway are each approximately 0.02 miles from the 
subject property, to the southwest and east respectively.  
 
638 4th Street is a one-story Mid-Century commercial style building in San Rafael, California that currently houses a bagel shop, loan 
company, and massage parlor (Figure 1). The generally rectangular-plan building sits on an at-grade foundation and is primarily clad in 
what appears to be smooth stucco over concrete with a brick veneer storefront bulkhead. The building’s primary façade faces south and 
features the main entries of two of the commercial units. Exhibiting some general characteristics of the Mid-Century Modern style (such as 
minimal ornamentation, flat roof, and large storefront windows), the building also has a wide, projecting canopy located a few feet below the 
roofline at the west, south, and east façades.  
 
 
 (See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building) 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  
 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: Primary (south) and west façades 
looking northeast, 8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1956 (Source: San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 
1956a:6; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956b:6)  
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Kenneth A and Aura M Ghiringhelli Revo Trust  
42 Baypoint Village Drive 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 8/17/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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B1.  Historic Name: Tamalpais Drive-in Liquor & Delicatessen 
B2.  Common Name: 638 4th Street 
B3.  Original Use: Liquor and delicatessen store  B4.  Present Use: Bagel shop; loan business 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Mid-Century Commercial 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The City of San Rafael’s online permit portal did not include the original building permit (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). 
However, multiple newspaper advertisements note the building was constructed in 1956 (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956a:6; 
San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956b:6). The building at 638 4th Street was built using the tilt-up concrete construction method and 
originally contained a neon sign reading “Tamalpais Liquor Delicatessen” near the roofline of the south façade (San Rafael Daily Independent 
Journal 1955:1; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956: 6) (Figure 2). Online permits reveal the following building alterations occurred 
over time: interior remodel (1986); dry-rot repair to eaves (1998); reroofing due to fire damage (2001); addition of a single-faced illuminated 
3 foot by 10 foot sign (2003); and reroofing (2004).  
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features:  paved parking lot 
 
B9a.  Architect:  William P. Beck 
 
b.  Builder: Herrero Brothers Inc. (General Contractors) 
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). 
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Andrea Dumovich, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
There are four main commercial entrances to the building, two of which are located on each primary façade. Each main entrance is composed 
of fully glazed, aluminum-frame double pedestrian doors with a single hopper transom recessed within a brick surround. Large, aluminum 
framed storefront windows are located on the south and west facades, adjacent to the building’s four main entrances. One storefront window 
at the building’s southwest corner, on the west façade, contains a smaller metal-framed slider window within it (Figure 3). The storefronts 
are frames by brick cladding at the bulkhead, extending into brick pillars that frame the entrances. The recessed entrances on the south 
façade also feature applied cedar shingles (Figure 4).  
 
The east façade has minimal fenestration consisting of a partially infilled slider window behind metal security bars; a fixed, three-over-three 
metal-frame window with frosted glazing; two smaller slider windows with frosted glazing; and three pedestrian doors (Figure 5). A shallow 
canopy partially extends along the east façade. The rear (north) façade lacks fenestration or ornamentation.  
 
Rectangular-shaped commercial signage is fixed to the south, west and east facades. Two blade signs are located below the eaves of the 
south façade advertising the associated businesses. 
 
*B6. Construction History (continued): 
 
Visual inspection reveals the following alterations which occurred at unknown dates: the metal frame windows on the primary and west 
facades have been altered from large display windows to windows with metal muntin dividers (Figure 2); a metal-framed slider window was 
added at the  building’s southwest corner; the drive-in window on the building’s east façade appears partially filled-in and metal security bars 
were added over it; the pedestrian door on the east façade appears to be a later addition; the original neon sign reading “Tamalpais Liquor 
Delicatessen” is no longer extant; and contemporary signage was added to the primary and east facades. Since its construction, the building 
footprint appears to have remained unchanged. 
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and  early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
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maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19).  
 
Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).   
 
The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020). 
 
Site History  
From approximately 1926-1956, the subject property contained the Tamalpais Restaurant and Grocery building, which was owned by 
Ambrose Ghiringhelli for the duration of those three decades. Tamalpais Restaurant and Grocery was demolished in 1956 to make way for 
the subject building at 638 4th Street, of which Ghiringhelli maintained ownership (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956a:6; San 
Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956b:6). 
 
Train tracks to the west of the subject parcel (approximately 35 feet away) have been in place since the late 1800s and a 1941 USGS map 
indicates that the Northwestern Pacific train ran to the west of the subject parcel by this time (USGS 1941). That same year the elevated 
U.S. Route 101 (Redwood Highway) was constructed through San Rafael, 0.02 miles east of the subject property (Caltrans 1999).  
 
According a newspaper article, the present building at 638 4th Street was constructed in 1956 to house the “Tamalpais Drive-in Liquor and 
Delicatessen,” advertised as “Marin’s first true drive-in with the hand-out window,” (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956a:6). The 
hand-out window was built as the rectangular slider window on the building’s east façade where cars could originally pull alongside (similar 
to a fast-food window) to pick up purchases without parking their cars (Figure 6). The advertisement lists multiple people and companies 
affiliated with the building’s original construction, including designer W.P. Beck (or William P. Beck) of San Rafael; general contractors 
Herrero Brothers Inc.; masonry contractor Pedroli & Watson; window glazing by San Rafael Glass Works, Inc., and neon signage by Marin 
Neon Co., among other contributors (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956a:6). Based on the little information uncovered regarding 
Beck’s architectural career, he appeared to work in Marin County on small-scale projects. In 1953, Beck designed a residence in San 
Anselmo and the following year he worked on the McPhail Fuel Co. store in San Rafael (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1953:18; 
San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1954: 6). The Herrero Brothers Inc. contractors worked on numerous projects throughout the San 
Francisco Bay Area beginning in the mid-1950s. Today the company appears to be known as “Herrero Builders” (Herrero Builders 2019). 
No relevant information was uncovered regarding Pedroli & Watson, San Rafael Glass Works, Inc, or Marin Neon Co. 
 
Since construction in 1956, 638 4th Street has remained under Ghiringhelli family ownership. Permits reveal the following owners associated 
with the property: Al Ghiringhelli (1998-2001); Ghiringhelli Properties (2003); and Ken Ghiringhelli (2004). Kenneth A and Aura M Ghiringhelli 
Revo Trust currently owns the property (ParcelQuest 2020). No pertinent information was uncovered regarding the Ghiringhelli family. Based 
on permits and historic newspaper research, the following tenants are associated with the property: Les Oliver Paint Co. (1965); Don Timmer, 
realtor (1968-1977); Jim Short (1986); Charles Lombardi (1993); Vincent and Murphy Inc (2004); Nou Shin Murphy (2005)  (City of San 
Rafael Community Development 2020) (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1965: 14; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1968: 33; 
San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1977: 24). No pertinent information was uncovered regarding the subject building’s tenants. Today 
the building’s tenants include contains a bagel shop, loan company, and massage parlor.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Page 5 of 9     *Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) 638 4th Street 
*Recorded by Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
*Date August 17, 2020             Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (9/2013)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial ____________________________________________
    

Evaluation of 638 4th Street 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), nor was it previously evaluated and found eligible. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the subject 
property under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1–4 for individual eligibility.   
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events): 
 
638 4th Street is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. The subject building was constructed in 1956 in the post-World 
War II era in response to population growth and increased use of automobiles in San Rafael, which reflected wide-spread local and national 
trends in the 1950s. In San Rafael, traffic increased in the 1940s-1950s due to the construction of the raised U.S. Route 101 in 1941 and 
the opening of the Richmond-San Rafael bridge in 1956. The property was constructed to serve automobile needs for travelers using 4th 
Street, a local thoroughfare in San Rafael. In order to be eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1, a building would need to be directly 
associated with an important historic context. Research uncovered that the subject property was the first building in San Rafael to offer a 
drive-in window service for its liquor and deli business. However, drive-in windows were a prevalent innovation in the post-World War II era, 
conceived of in response to the growing use and cultural surrounding automobiles. Additionally, research conducted on the building’s 
occupants did not reveal that the commercial businesses located in the building fostered early or remarkable business growth or innovation 
for any of its tenants or for San Rafael at large, including original tenant Tamalpais Liquor and Delicatessen. Research did not yield evidence 
that the building is associated with more specific events or patterns of events that have historical significance. Therefore, the subject building 
at 638 4th Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1.    
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
For approximately 64 years, between circa 1956-2020, the Ghiringhelli family maintained ownership of the subject building. Other than 
serving as a long-standing family business in San Rafael, no other pertinent information was uncovered regarding the Ghiringhelli family’s 
ownership of the property or Ambrose Ghiringhelli who first owned the building. Additionally, historic newspapers and online research did 
not identify any relevant information pertaining to the building’s known tenants. Therefore, 638 4th Street is not significant under 
NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
638 4th Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 and the commercial building lacks distinctive architectural character. The 
subject building was built in 1956 by architect William Beck. Little information was uncovered regarding Beck’s career, however, the subject 
building does not appear to be the work of a master design professional or builder due to its lack of architectural detail and simple form. 
While the subject building exhibits some characteristics of the Mid-Century Modern style through its use of minimal ornamentation, flat roof, 
large storefront windows, and wide overhanging canopies, these characteristics do not fully express the style such that the building would 
be considered significant under NRHP/CRHR C/3. The commercial building does not embody a noteworthy type, period, region, or method 
of construction. As a result, the subject property is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3. 
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 638 4th Street does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already 
captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
 
Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 638 4th Street is not eligible for individual listing on the CRHR. 
The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Newspaper ad for the grand opening of the Tamalpias Drive-In Liquor and Delicatessen, facing north. Source: San Rafael Daily 
Independent Journal 1956: 6. 

 

 
 

Figure 3. View of primary 
(west) façade, showing slider window, facing east. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
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Figure 4. View of primary 
(south) façade, showing brick cladding and cedar shingle siding, facing northeast. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 

 

 
 

Figure 5. View of east façade, 
facing northwest. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
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Figure 6. 
Newspaper ad for Tamalpias Drive-In Liquor and Delicatessen. Source: San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1957: 14. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1 of 8   *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 915-917 Irwin Street 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 748.17.) 
San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. 
*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # ____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Heritage Dryclean  
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 915-917 Irwin Street City San Rafael                          Zip 94901 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S; 542059.99 m E / 4202810.85 m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 014‐122‐04; 014-122-05; 014-122-12 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The subject parcel is composed of a rectangular, paved lot with paved parking to the north. The property is located at the intersection of 
Irwin and 4th streets, between 4th Street to the north and 3rd Street to the south.  
 
915-917 Irwin Street contains a one-story Mid-century style commercial building in San Rafael, California that currently houses a drycleaner 
tenant (Figure 1). The building contains a rectangular-plan and sits on an at-grade foundation. The building is primarily clad in stucco-
covered bricks and contains a flat roof that features a large, terra cotta tile-clad fascia that resembles a mansard roof. The building’s primary 
facade faces east and contains much of the building’s fenestration (Figure 2). Although the building does not strongly embody a single 
architectural style, it reflects some elements of the Late Modern style, including its flat roof, storefront windows, and minimal ornamentation. 
A stand-alone canopy structure is located perpendicular to the building to the east, set within the surrounding parking lot.  
 
 (See continuation sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building); HP39 Other 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building   Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  
 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: Primary (east) and north façades 
looking southwest, 8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Circa 1970, historic aerials (Source: NETR 2020b; NETR 
2020c). 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Murray Trust 2002 Craig K Murray/ STR 
1120 NYE Street, Suite 320 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 8/17/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD      

B1.  Historic Name: 923 Irwin Street; Dryclean U.S.A. 
B2.  Common Name: 915-917 Irwin Street 
B3.  Original Use: Automobile Service Station   B4.  Present Use: Drycleaners 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Mid-century Commercial 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The City of San Rafael’s online permit portal did not include the original building permit (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). 
However, historic aerials from 1968-1982 confirm the property was constructed sometime during those years, likely in circa 1970 due to the 
building’s tiled mansard roof, stylistic detail, and form(NETR 2020b; NETR 2020c). Historic aerials from 1982 show there was a third building 
or structure (likely a canopy) located on the property at that time; however, in 1987 it was demolished as indicated by aerials and a demolition 
permit for a canopy (NETR 2020c; NETR 2020d; City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). Relevant online permits reveal the 
following building alterations occurred over time: enlargement of two windows (1984); canopy demolition (1987); tenant improvements 
(1987); and a sign permit (1988) (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). 
 
Visual inspection reveals the following alterations which occurred at unknown dates: removal of gas pumps under canopy; replacement of 
the windows at the building’s northeast corner; alteration of siding within the first two bays of the primary façade; addition of “Dryclean” 
signage to the primary and north building facades; partial removal of property signage at the property’s northeast corner. Since its 
construction circa 1970, the extant building and canopy footprints appear to have remained unchanged.    
 
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features:  paved parking lot 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown 
 
b.  Builder: Unknown 
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). 
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Andrea Dumovich, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The primary (east) façade contains four bays. Moving from left to right, the first two architectural bays contain aluminum frame windows; the 
third bay contains the building’s main entrance; and the fourth bay is composed of a large, fixed aluminum-frame storefront window. The 
main entrance is composed of a single, partially glazed, aluminum-frame pedestrian door below a fixed, aluminum-frame transom.  
 
The north façade has two architectural bays. The first bay contains a fixed aluminum-frame storefront window and the second bay is a blank 
brick wall. The south façade has two glazed, aluminum frame vehicular doors (Figure 3). The west façade abuts an adjacent building and 
is not visible from the public right of way.  
 
Commercial signage stating “DRYCLEAN” is fixed to the primary (east) and north façades, as well as a sign stating “Heritage” located on 
the primary façade. A low planter made of stucco-covered bricks and filled with small shrubs wraps around the building at the northeast 
corner. An additional planter is located near the building’s northwest corner. 
 
The canopy structure has a rectangular footprint and is oriented perpendicular to the subject building. It is composed of four support pillars 
which are clad in stucco-covered bricks. The roof matches that of the main building, with a large, terra cotta tile-clad fascia that resembles 
a mansard roof. Some terra cotta tiling appears to be damaged or removed at the roof’s southwest corner.   
 
A low wall composed of stucco-covered bricks about one foot in height also line parts of the property’s east boundary adjacent to the 
sidewalk. The property’s northeast corner contains two stucco-covered brick pillars that appear to be remnants of past signage.  A few 
mature trees and shrubs line the property along its east and northeast boundaries. 
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19).  
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Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).   
 
The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020). 
 
Site History  
Prior to the construction of the subject building and canopy, a 1950 Sanborn map shows the subject property’s location spanned three lots 
which contained two, two-story residential buildings and an automobile service property composed of a one “greasing” building, an outhouse, 
and a rectangular footprint that was possibly a canopy structure. The map also shows a row of two story residential buildings along the west 
side of Irwin Street, and two other automobile service stations/gas stations at the intersection of 4th and Irwin streets. Additionally, U.S. 
Highway 101 is to the property’s west and the Northwestern Pacific train tracks are located along Tamalpais Avenue, approximately 430 
feet to the west (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950: 19). Newspaper research identified Texaco gas station occupied the subject property 
in 1950 (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1950:20; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1971: 3). By circa 1952, the property’s 
footprint changed with the removal of the earlier automobile-related property in place of what appears to be another automobile-related 
property consisting of two rectangular footprints (NETR 2020a). The two residential buildings remained in 1952. 
 
Based on historic aerials and visual inspection, the subject property’s current building and canopy were likely constructed circa 1970 (Figure 
4) (NETR 2020b; NETR 2020c). The 1982 aerial confirms the removal of the two residential buildings and previous service station building 
and canopy in place of the subject building and two canopy structures. The subject property continued in use as a gas station, likely for 
Texaco, when it was first constructed (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1971: 3). Newspaper and online research revealed no 
information regarding the original architect. Permits reveal that in circa 1987, the subject property was converted from a gas station to 
drycleaners (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020).   
 
Paula Tuttle owned the property in 1984 and is the only owner identified through permit research (City of San Rafael Community 
Development 2020; ParcelQuest 2020). The current building owner is Murray Trust 2002 Craig K Murray/ STR (ParcelQuest 2020). No 
pertinent information was uncovered regarding the subject building’s current or past owners. Based on permits and historic newspaper 
research, the following tenants and businesses were identified with the property: Texaco (circa 1970); Drycleaners U.S.A (1987-1988); and 
Heritage Dryclean (unknown-present) (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). No pertinent information was uncovered 
regarding the subject building’s tenants.  
 
Evaluation of 915-917 Irwin Street 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), nor was it previously evaluated and found eligible. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the subject 
property under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1–4 for individual eligibility.   
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events):  
 
915-917 Irwin Street is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. The subject building was constructed as a gas station 
circa 1970, in the post-World War II era, in response to population growth and increased use of automobiles in San Rafael, which reflected 
wide-spread local and national trends in the post-WWII era. . In San Rafael, gas stations and automobile-related properties were developed 
starting in the early twentieth century and were situated near the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. In the 
post-World War II era, the city’s transit hub was mostly concentrated in the area adjacent to the elevated U.S. Route 101, and it included at 
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least eight gas stations by 1950. The subject property was constructed to serve automobile needs that continued through the post-World 
War II era in San Rafael. Research did not yield evidence that the building is associated with more specific events or patterns of events that 
have historical significance. Additionally, research conducted on the building’s occupants did not reveal that the businesses located in the 
subject building fostered early or remarkable business growth or innovation for any of its tenants or for San Rafael at large, including its 
likely original tenant, Texaco. Therefore, the subject property at 915-917 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1.    
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
Although the original tenant has not been confirmed, the commercial property at 915-917 Irwin Street likely served as a Texaco gas station 
when it was first built circa 1970. It is unknown how long Texaco may have occupied the property. However, in circa 1987 the subject 
property converted from a gas station to drycleaner commercial use. Other known tenants include Drycleaners U.S.A, which is known to 
have occupied the building between at least 1987-1988, and the currant tenant, Heritage Dryclean, whose occupancy dates are unknown. 
Additionally, Paula Tuttle and Murray Trust 2002 Craig K Murray/ STR are the only building owners identified through research. No pertinent 
information was uncovered regarding any of these known tenants and owners, including historic newspapers and online research ]. 
Therefore, 915-917 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2.  
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
915-917 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 and the commercial building and canopy lack distinctive architectural 
character. The subject property was built circa 1970 as a gas station. Although the original architect is unknown, the subject building and 
canopy do not appear to be the work of a master design professional or builder due to its lack of architectural detail and simple form. While 
the subject building exhibits some characteristics of the Late Modern style through its use of flat roof, storefront windows, and minimal 
ornamentation, these characteristics do not fully express the style such that the building would be considered significant under NRHP/CRHR 
C/3. The commercial building and canopy do not embody a noteworthy type, period, region, or method of construction. As a result, the 
subject property is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.  
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 915-917 Irwin Street does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already 
captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
 
Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 915-917 Irwin Street is not eligible for individual listing on the 
CRHR. The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. View of primary 
(east) façade and canopy, facing west. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 

 

 
 

Figure 3. View of primary 
(east) and south façades, facing northwest. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
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Figure 4. 1982 historic aerial showing the subject property outlined in red. Source: NETR 2020c, edited by ICF. 
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*P11.  Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 748.17.) 
San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District.   
*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # P-21-001014_________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Trevor’s Pub, The Barrel House 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 927 Tamalpais Avenue City San Rafael                          Zip 94901-3324 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S 541875.99   m E / 4202824.45  m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 011-275-04 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
927 Tamalpais Avenue is a one-story Spanish Revival-style commercial building with a two-story rear addition containing one residential 
unit (Figure 1). The building currently houses a tavern. The 1,958 square-foot rectangular-plan building is formed of two building volumes 
(the one-story commercial building and a two-story residential addition) that occupy the majority of a rectangular-shaped, 2,178-square-foot 
parcel. The building sits on an at-grade foundation and has flat roof with parapet at the primary (east) façade. The Marin County Assessor’s 
Office records a 1927 construction date for the building (ParcelQuest 2020). The building faces east toward Tamalpais Avenue and is flanked 
on the north and south by surface parking lots and on the west by other commercial and residential buildings.  
 
The surrounding area is developed with residential, retail, and transit uses. The property is located on Tamalpais Avenue, a commercial 
thoroughfare, between 3rd and 4th Streets, and across from the Whistlestop, which historically served as the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
depot.  
 
(See continuation sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building) 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  

 
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: South and west (primary) façade 
looking northwest, 8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1927 (ParcelQuest 2020). 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Trevor Riches 
PO Box 70 
Sheridan, OR 97378 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Patrick Maley, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 10/15/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # P-21-001014__________________________ 
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD      

B1.  Historic Name: The Barrel House 
B2.  Common Name: 927 Tamalpais Avenue 
B3.  Original Use: Taxi Stand Office; Diner  B4.  Present Use: Tavern 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Spanish Revival 
 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The City of San Rafael’s online permit portal did not contain the original building permit from 1927 (City of San Rafael Community 
Development 2020). Online permits and plan, as well as newspaper articles, reveal the following building alterations occurred over time: a 
1955 newspaper article reports that the Sabraw Brothers general contractors rebuilt and modernized the building that year (Daily 
Independent Journal 1955a); a dining area was added to the lower floor (1955); the restroom was relocated (1976); the domed awning on 
the main façade was added, requiring the removal of a neon sign (1988); seismic retrofitting work was completed, included parapet braces 
and roof anchors (1994); alterations were made for disabled access (1994); sheetrock on ceiling was replaced, guardrail was repaired 
(2003); and the building was reroofed (2006).    
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features:  Rear backyard 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown 
 
b.  Builder: Unknown; Sabraw Brothers (1955 remodel)  
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Past Evaluations 
Charles Hall Page & Associates recorded the building in 1976 as part of the San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey. Investigators 
assigned the following ratings under four categories: “good” architectural significance; “contributing” environmental significance; “none or 
little” alteration of its original design; and “minor” historical/cultural significance. The building received an overall rating of “Good” in the 1976 
evaluation (Charles Hall Page & Associates 1976). In 1978, Niki Simons of the City of San Rafael completed a California Department of 
Parks and Recreation Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) form for the depot building, which included a brief architectural description and 
stated the building “to be good architecturally and a contribution to the environment.” The 1978 evaluation noted the building’s primary 
significance theme as “Architecture.” The CIty submitted the 1978 HRI form to the State of California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), 
which assigned it primary number P-21-001014 (City of San Rafael 1978).  
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Patrick Maley, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)  
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*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The east (primary) façade is clad in brick at the one-story front volume, with a central parapet flanked by lower, sloped pent roofs. The east 
façade contains two large single-lite fixed, aluminum-sash windows in wood frames on opposite sides of a recessed arched entryway with 
metal commercial double doors sheltered by a black commercial awning reading “TREVOR’S PUB” illustrated with the red Welsh dragon 
emblem (Figure 3). Above each of the windows is a small decorative tile set into the surrounding brick, featuring a ship relief. A brick water 
table, formed by extending brick headers, reaches to the bottom of the windows. The pent roofs sloping towards Tamalpais Avenue feature 
non-original, S-shaped clay tiles. There is decorative brickwork below the roofline at the central parapet, which historically featured Spanish-
style clay barrel tiles. The roofing tiles at the parapet are no longer extant. 
 
The west façade of the two-story residential addition is clad in vertical wood board siding and contains a flush wood door providing roof 
access, a three-lite metal slider window, and two mounted TV satellite dish antennas (Figure 4). The north and south façades are clad in 
brick at the front volume, with the residential addition constructed of cinder block. The north and south façades contain no fenestration. The 
west (rear) façade is blocked from view by another commercial building.   
 
*B6.  Construction History (continued): 
 
Visual inspection reveals the following alterations that occurred at unknown dates unless indicated: the two-story rear apartment appears to 
be a later addition, though it appears on the earliest available historic aerial photograph (1946); the awnings above the windows in the front 
façade are also new (1988). The tree in front of the main façade is new. The two windows in the primary façade appear to have replacement 
aluminum sashes. The building originally had Spanish-style clay barrel tiles on the sloped pent roofs and on the central parapet above the 
arch (Figure 2), but these have been removed. The pent roofs now feature longer S-shaped clay tiles that approximate the appearance of 
the original tiles. 
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
In 2020, the City of San Rafael assessed the subject building as part of the Downtown San Rafael Precise Plan Historic Resources Survey. 
This draft assessment assigned the building a preliminary rating of “B” (“would likely not be eligible individually but could be considered 
eligible as contributing resources in a historic district”). However, the 2020 survey did not identify any district surrounding 927 Tamalpais 
Avenue to which it could contribute (City of San Rafael 2020a:5-1, 5-149). Furthermore, the 2020 survey did not document a new evaluation 
of the building’s eligibility for listing in the California Register on a Department of Parks and Recreation form set, and the “B” rating does not 
correspond to a CEQA historical resource status. 
 
OHP’s Built Environment Resource Directory currently lists the resource as having a “5S2” status code (Individual property that is eligible 
for local listing or designation), although the source of this status code is unclear. Neither the 1976 nor 1978 inventory form records such an 
eligibility evaluation. The City of San Rafael selected sixteen individual resources and three historic districts identified in the 
Historical/Architectural Survey to be added to the local register of historical resources. 927 Tamalpais Avenue was not among those 
resources (City of San Rafael 1986). 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
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the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950b:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950b:19).  
 
Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).   
 
The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950b:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020b). 
 
Site History 
Constructed in 1927, the building’s earliest known use was a taxi stand office in 1932 (Charles Hall Page & Associates 1976). This use was 
in accordance with the surrounding area, which served as a transportation connection point for travelers arriving by train or bus and needing 
to complete the last miles of their trips. In 1933, Earl Beeman opened Beeman’s Tavern at the subject building. Within close proximity to the 
Greyhound bus station and the Pacific Northwestern Railroad depot, the tavern proved successful, providing food, drinks, and popular 
amusement games to local residents. Beeman, a prominent San Rafael fisherman and owner of Chicken Point (today’s Bayside Acres), a 
duck hunting and striped bass fishing location, put the tavern up for sale in 1941 (Petaluma Argus-Courier 1936; San Francisco Examiner 
1941). Sanborn maps from 1950 show the subject property operated as a restaurant across from the North West Pacific Railroad passenger 
depot (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950a:18). In 1951, the building housed Alec’s Café, an all-night diner, and, under owner Bob Horek, 
became Bob’s Café later that year (Daily Independent Journal 1951a; 1951b).  

The subject building became the Barrel House in 1955 when the new owners, Perry and Cleo Stuart, moved their business from 4th Street 
to the subject building. Cleo Stuart (née Ireton), the daughter of an Oklahoma State Representative, and Perry Stuart had lived in San 
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Francisco in the 1930s, before relocating to San Rafael (Daily Independent Journal 1966b). The couple employed Sabraw Bros to modernize 
and rebuild the property. Guitarist Al Mason performed at the opening festivities for the Barrel House (Daily Independent Journal 1955a).  

Under the Perry’s ownership, the Barrel House became a lively local venue, hosting a large family reunion (Daily Independent Journal 
1955b) and welcoming a visit from the renowned opera star Mostyn Thomas, the Welsh baritone. The 61-year-old Thomas, who had sung 
all over the world before finally retiring in American, had befriended the Stuarts during their San Francisco days (Famous Welsh Website 
2020; Daily Independent Journal 1957). The business appeared in the local news occasionally after crimes occurred there, including 
burglary, robbery, and vandalism (Daily Independent Journal 1958; 1959; 1965). The Stuarts celebrated their 11th year in business at the 
property in 1966 with a large celebration including a buffet (Daily Independent Journal 1966b) (Figure 5). In 1971, Cleo Stuart passed away 
(Daily Independent Journal 1971). In 1973, Perry Stuart was robbed at the subject property by masked man with a revolver (Daily 
Independent Journal 1973). The property was still operating as the Barrel House through most of the 1970s, with regular jazz performances 
from the Toni Lee Scott Quartet and the George Muribus Trio (Sacramento Bee 1977; San Francisco Examiner 1977). In the late 1970s, 
Angelo Ligi took over the property and named the establishment “Angelo’s,” continuing to offer live music performances from jazz artists 
such as Richie Barron and Jerome Fletcher (San Francisco Examiner 1988). In the mid-1990s, David Rabb owned the building before selling 
it to Trevor J. Riches, at which point the business became Trevor’s Pub, the name under which it currently operates.  

Permits and newspaper research identified the following owners associated with the property: Earl Beaman (c.1936), Bob Horek (c.1951), 
Cleo and Perry Stuart (1955), Angelo Ligi (c 1976), David Rabb (c 1994), and Trevor J Riches (c 2003). Information uncovered regarding 
these owners is discussed above. 
 
Evaluation of 927 Tamalpais Avenue 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Place (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources 
(CRHR). Given the apparently incorrect status code assigned to the property, as well as changes that have occurred to the property since 
its original recordation and lack of California Register evaluation in the 2020 Downtown San Rafael Precise Plan Historic Resources Survey, 
this form documents an updated evaluation of the building. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the subject property under 
NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1-4 for individual eligibility.  
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events): 
 
927 Tamalpais Avenue is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. The commercial building was constructed in 1927 as a 
taxi stand office and was converted in the 1930s to serve as a diner, then a tavern/restaurant. While the subject property appears to have 
been a popular establishment in downtown San Rafael, research did not yield evidence that the building is associated with more specific 
events or patterns of events that have historical significance. In order to be eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1, a commercial building 
would need to be directly associated with an important historic context, such as being one of the first such commercial buildings specific to 
a particular industry in San Rafael or the wider region. Rather, the subject building appears initially to have played an ancillary role supporting 
the city’s transit hub near the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad, and subsequently was one of numerous downtown taverns and 
restaurants that served San Rafael patrons. Additionally, research conducted on the building’s occupants did not reveal that the building 
fostered early or remarkable business growth for any of its tenants, or for San Rafael at large. The building does not appear to be associated 
with broad patterns of local or regional history or with the cultural heritage of California or the United States. Therefore, the subject building 
at 927 Tamalpais Avenue is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1. 
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
Research uncovered information regarding two of the owner/proprietors of the businesses at the subject building. Earl Beeman was a 
successful owner and businessman in San Rafael, but no information—aside from his ownership and name—ties him directly to the subject 
building. Therefore, his involvement with the subject property does not appear to rise to the level of significant for including under 
NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. Perry and Cleo Stuart owned the subject property for the longest period (1955–1976) and appear to have been 
well-known in San Rafael. However, the Barrel House was the second location of their business and their ownership and involvement with 
the subject property alone does not rise to the level of historical significance necessary for inclusion under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. As 
stated under the discussion of NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1 above, the Barrel House was one of numerous such establishments in downtown 
San Rafael. The Perry family’s ownership of the business did not contribute substantially to larger historical events beyond the broad 
development of commercial and social life in the city’s downtown, which was a commonplace trend that occurred in countless communities 
in California and across the United States during the same period. Little information was uncovered regarding Bob Horek or the owner of 
Alec’s Diner. Therefore, 927 Tamalpais Avenue is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
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CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
927 Tamalpais Avenue is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 because the commercial building lacks distinctive architectural 
character. The architect of the subject building built in circa 1927 remains unknown; however, the original building is a relatively modest 
commercial building utilizing Spanish Revival features, and the residential addition is a simple concrete-block building that has no stylistic 
elements and does not appear to exemplify the work of a master design professional or builder. Although the subject building was built as a 
Spanish Revival-style commercial building and retains some of its original stylistic elements, alterations over time have made it so it no 
longer exhibits its original design or fully embodies the Spanish Revival architectural style to qualify for NRHP/CRHR listing under Criteria 
C/3. These alterations include the following: the removal of clay barrel tiles from the central parapet at the primary façade; the replacement 
of similar tiles on the flanking pent roofs; the replacement of the original windows with aluminum-sash replacements; and the replacement 
of the original doors with an industrial double door. The current tiles on the pent roofs create a similar visual impression to the original barrel 
tiles (see Figures 2 and 3), but are discernible as non-original elements on the building and do not match the original in size, dimensions, or 
assembly. The Spanish Revival-style features appear on the subject building exclusively on the primary façade, and the north and south 
facades are largely non-descript and lack fenestration. Given that the stylistic elements of the building were confined to its small primary 
façade, and in consideration of the building’s relatively simple massing and design, the physical changes that have taken place have a 
greater effect in reducing the Spanish Revival-style features than if the entire building was designed and ornamented in that fashion. These 
changes limit the building’s ability to embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction to the extent 
necessary to qualify for listing on account of architecture or design significance. As a result, the subject building does not have high 
architectural value and is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.  
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 927 Tamalpais Avenue does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not 
already captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
 
Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 927 Tamalpais Avenue is not eligible for individual listing on 
the CRHR. The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. View of east (Primary) façade, facing west. Source: Charles Hall Page & Associates, Inc 10/11/1976. 
 

 
 

Figure 3. View of east (Primary) façade, facing west. Source: Google Earth 10/15/2020. 
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Figure 4. View of east of façade of two-story residential addition, facing west. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
 

 
 

Figure 5. Newspaper ad for the grand opening of the Barrel House 11th Anniversary Celebration. Source: San Rafael Daily Independent 
Journal 1966:13. 
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P1. Other Identifier: 930 Tamalpais Avenue; Whistlestop 
*P2e. Other Locational Data: APN 011-277-01 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and 
boundaries) 
 
This previously recorded resource is the former Northwestern Pacific (NWP) Railroad Depot, located at 930 Tamalpais Avenue in downtown 
San Rafael, California. Multiple investigators have previously recorded the building: Charles Hall Page & Associates, Inc. (1976); City of 
San Rafael (1978); JRP (2012); ICF International (2013); AECOM (2014); San Rafael Heritage (2020); and the City of San Rafael (2020). 
Numerous changes have occurred to the building since its original recordation in 1976. Inventory forms completed within the past 10 years 
of the current recordation have described numerous additions, enclosed openings, and replaced doors and windows. The most substantial 
changes to the massing of the building are a series of additions constructed in the 1980s: a one-story addition at the north end of the building; 
a gable-roofed, second-story addition above the southern half of the building; and a second gabled-roof volume along the western half of 
the building that features an engaged clock tower facing east. 
 
ICF surveyed the resource on August 12, 2020 and observed that no significant alterations have occurred to the building since the previous 
recordation reviewed by the State of California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), prepared by AECOM in 2014. The immediate setting 
of the building, however, has changed during that period. At the time of the 2014 recordation, surface automobile parking lay adjacent to the 
east façade of 930 Tamalpais Avenue, and a single set of abandoned NWP tracks passed east of the former depot building. After 2014, 
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) constructed its San Rafael station immediately east of 930 Tamalpais Avenue, involving the 
construction of new trackage and raised southbound/northbound passenger platforms in the place of the earlier surface parking. 
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (OHP attribute codes) HP17. Railroad depot 
 
*P11. Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 748.17.) 
San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. 
 
*B10. Significance.  
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
 

P5b. Description of Photo (View, date, Subject) 
Figure 1. West façade of 930 Tamalpais Avenue, viewed 
facing northeast 
 
*P8. Recorded By: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Jon Rusch, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9. Date Recorded: 8/12/2020 
 
*P10. Survey Type: Intensive 
  

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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*B10. Significance (continued): 
 
Past Evaluations 
The first evaluation of the NWP Railroad Depot at 930 Tamalpais Avenue occurred in 1976, when Charles Hall Page & Associates recorded 
the building as part of the San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey. Investigators assigned the following ratings under four categories: 
“fair” architectural significance; “major” environmental significance; “moderate” alteration of its original design; and “major” historical/cultural 
significance. The building received an overall rating of “Good” in the 1976 evaluation (Charles Hall Page & Associates 1976).1 In 1978, Niki 
Simons of the City of San Rafael completed a California Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) form for 
the depot building, which included a brief architectural description and significance statement. The 1978 evaluation noted the building’s 
primary significance theme as “Architecture.” The investigator included a National Register status code of “3” (appears eligible for National 
Register listing) and submitted the 1978 HRI form to the State of California OHP, which assigned it primary number P-21-001015 (City of 
San Rafael 1978). However, it does not appear that the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) reviewed or concurred with the 1978 
evaluation. OHP’s Built Environment Resource Directory currently lists the resource as having a “3S” status code (appears eligible for the 
National Register as an individual property through survey evaluation), which appears to reflect the evaluation documented on the 1978 HRI 
form. The City of San Rafael selected sixteen individual resources and three historic districts identified in the survey to be added to the local 
register of historical resources. The NWP Railroad Depot was not among those resources (City of San Rafael 1986). 
 
The Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) Project Draft Environmental Impact Report, published in November 2005, reported that the 
NWP Railroad Depot in San Rafael “appears eligible for NR [National Register] as an individual property through survey evaluation. 
Previously evaluated” (SMART 2005:3-250). This previous evaluation appears to reference the 1978 City of San Rafael HRI form and 
associated “3” status code; the 2005 EIR did not contemplate alterations to the building and potential diminished integrity subsequent to its 
1978 evaluation. 
 
In 2012, JRP Historical Consulting (JRP) prepared an updated evaluation of the NWP Railroad Depot, which investigators documented on 
a Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) form set. The 2012 JRP evaluation considered the totality of additions and other alterations 
that had occurred to the depot building up to that time, inclusive of those dating to the 1930s through 1960s as well as those dating to the 
1970s and 1980s, which postdate the building’s previous surveys and evaluations for the City of San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey. 
JRP documented an evaluation of the depot building’s significance under National Register/California Register Criteria A/1-D/4, finding the 
resource lacked significance under any criterion. JRP stated that the building’s potential architectural significance, which formed the basis 
of the San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey evaluation and “3” status code in the 1970s, was diminished due to alterations and additions 
to the building since its construction. Based on the JRP evaluation, these alterations prevented the building from fully embodying the 
characteristics of its Mission Revival architectural style or representing its original design by architect Frederick H. Meyer. JRP also 
presented an assessment of the building’s integrity. Using the 1929 construction date and original design as points of analysis, JRP 
concluded that the building retains integrity of location and setting but has substantially diminished integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. As such, JRP found that the NWP Railroad Depot was not eligible for listing in the National Register 
or California Register, and assigned a 6Z status code (ineligible for National Register, California Register, or Local designation through 
survey evaluation). It does not appear that the SHPO reviewed the 2012 JRP investigation. The 2012 JRP investigation concluded that the 
NWP Railroad Depot does not qualify as a CEQA historical resource despite its 1970s survey, evaluation, and finding of significance. (JRP 
Historical Consulting 2012) 
 
Architectural historian Richard Brandi prepared a peer review of the 2012 JRP investigation at the request of San Rafael Heritage. Brandi 
provided opinions on JRP’s evaluations of the NWP Railroad Depot’s significance under National Register/California Register evaluative 
criteria, as well as the assessment of integrity. Brandi’s peer review concluded that JRP did not adequately support the assertion that the 
building lacks significance under Criteria A/1 (Events). Brandi also argued that JRP had not sufficiently considered whether the building’s 
architect, Frederick H. Meyer, qualifies as a master architect, and did not perform a comparative analysis to determine whether the subject 
building is a good example of Meyer’s design work. Brandi presented information supporting the argument that Meyer is a master architect. 
Furthermore, Brandi pointed out that the JRP investigation assessed the integrity of the depot building without first establishing an area of 
significance or a period of significance, but rather assessed integrity only relative to the building’s 1929 date of construction. Brandi proposed 
a period of significance of 1929 to at least 1974 (the end of railroad service on the adjacent trackage) and possibly until 1980, the year the 
railroad sold the building. As such, Brandi argued that alterations to the building that occurred during a 1929-1974 period of significance 
would still contribute to the building’s historical significance, thus countering JRP’s argument that the building was not eligible for historic 
register listing because it had lost integrity relative to its 1929 construction date. 
 
In 2013, Monte Kim of ICF International surveyed the NWP Railroad Depot in support of the Cultural Resources Inventory and Evaluation 
Report for SMART, the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit Downtown San Rafael to Petaluma, Sonoma County. ICF International completed 
an update to site record P-21-001015 (amounting to the City of San Rafael’s 1978 HRI form but not the 2012 JRP investigation or associated 
peer reviews). The 2013 investigation evaluated the NWP Railroad Depot against the National Register and California Register criteria, 

 
1 The San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey assigned ratings of “Good,” “Excellent,” and “Exceptional” to all surveyed resources. 
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finding the building to have “associative importance” with the NWP Railroad, thus significance under National Register/California Register 
Criteria A/1. ICF did not propose a period of significance for this area of significance. ICF International furthermore concluded the building 
lacked significance under National Register/California Register Criteria B/2, C/3, and D/4. Despite identifying historical importance under 
Criteria A/1, ICF International assessed the integrity of the resource and concluded it had diminished integrity of setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. Therefore, the 2013 evaluation found the building to be ineligible for listing in the National Register 
or California Register under any evaluative criteria. ICF International does not appear to have been aware of the 2012 JRP investigation 
and its assessment of the building’s CEQA historical resource status. ICF International incorrectly stated the depot building was designated 
as a historic landmark under local ordinance and did not consider evidence relative to its 1976 local survey evaluation. ICF International 
updated the status code of P-21-001015 from 3S to 6Z/5S1 (individual property that is listed or designated locally), reflecting the incorrect 
understanding of its local designation status. The SHPO concurred with the 2013 finding of National Register ineligibility (California OHP 
2013); however, the OHP Built Environment Resource Directory continues to reflect a 3S status code for the property. 
 
In 2014, Patricia Ambacher of AECOM updated P-21-001015 for the Cultural Resources Inventory and Evaluation Report for the Sonoma-
Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) Rail Corridor San Rafael to Larkspur Project, Marin County, California. The 2014 AECOM update confirmed 
the building had not undergone any physical changes since its previous recordation and did not propose any adjustments to the 2013 ICF 
International evaluation (AECOM 2014). 
 
In 2020, San Rafael Heritage prepared a DPR form set documenting the NWP Railroad Depot, in support of a request to designate the 
building as a landmark under the City of San Rafael’s historic preservation ordinance. The 2020 DPR form provides a detailed description 
and construction chronology. It also states the depot building is significant under California Register Criterion 1 (Events), with 
“Transportation” as the area of significance. The 2020 recordation also proposes a period of significance of 1929-1971, the years in which 
the building supported rail transportation on the adjacent track corridor. The 2020 DPR form did not provide justification for the Criterion 1 
significance or the identified period of significance but did present a finding that the building retains all seven aspects of integrity relative to 
the proposed 1929-1971 period of significance. (San Rafael Heritage 2020) 
 
Diana Painter of Painter Preservation prepared a letter in support of the landmark designation application by San Rafael Heritage. Painter 
supported the NWP Railroad Depot’s eligibility under California Register Criterion 1 (Events) with a period of significance of 1929-1971. 
Painter recommended the building as not eligible under Criterion 3 (Architecture/Design) (Painter Preservation 2020). (As of the preparation 
of the current investigation, there is no active designation application for the NWP Railroad Depot with the City of San Rafael.) 
 
Also in 2020, the City of San Rafael assessed the NWP Railroad Depot as part of the Downtown San Rafael Precise Plan Historic Resources 
Survey. This assessment assigned the building a preliminary rating of “E” (ineligible for landmark designation) and states the building’s 
“integrity had been compromised by prior alterations and additions, making it ineligible for landmark status” (City of San Rafael 2020a:4-15). 
However, the 2020 survey did not document a new evaluation of the building’s eligibility for listing in the California Register, establish a 
period of significance of the building, or document its integrity assessment in detail. 
 
Overview of National Register/California Register Eligibility 
Given that multiple investigators have prepared differing evaluations regarding the NWP Railroad Depot’s eligibility for listing in the National 
Register and California Register, the current update to P-21-001015 synthesizes the previous evaluations and presents ICF’s opinion 
regarding the building’s National Register/California Register eligibility under Criteria A/1 and Criteria C/3, as well as its historical integrity 
relative to applicable areas of significance. This synthesis is meant to inform environmental review and potential impacts to CEQA historical 
resources that will be analyzed in the San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Regarding Criteria A/1 (associations with significant events), the San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey did not present a finding on the 
depot building’s significance related to broad patterns of events. The 2012 JRP investigation stated, “There is no evidence in the historical 
record that suggests that this depot was significant within the context of the transportation system in the North Bay in the 1920s or 1930s 
that would rise to the threshold of significance required under [Criteria A/1]” (JRP 2012:7). ICF International’s subsequent evaluation, 
however, posited that the depot “played an important role in promoting the economic development of the community” and therefore has 
significance under Criteria A/1 (ICF International 2013:2). The significance of the building under Criteria A/1 is borne out by Brandi peer 
review, and San Rafael Heritage’s 2020 recordation also proposes a Criterion 1 area of significance. For the purposes of the current 
evaluation, ICF agrees that the building has significance under National Register/California Register Criteria A/1 as related to the role of the 
NWP Railroad in the development of San Rafael during the twentieth century. 
 
To support an assessment of integrity (presented below), it is necessary to establish a period of significance for this theme. Richard Brandi 
has previously proposed 1929-1974, ending with the curtailing of freight service along the adjacent rail corridor, and San Rafael Heritage 
has proposed 1929-1971, corresponding to the building’s use as an active rail facility and ending when the Whistlestop Senior Center began 
operations in the building. It could be argued that an earlier end date to the period of significance is appropriate. For instance, the opening 
of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 facilitated direct automobile transportation between San Francisco and Marin County communities served 
by the NWP Railroad, such that San Rafael’s reliance on rail for regional passenger and freight transportation decreased. Alternately, 1958 
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marked the end of passenger service along the NWP Railroad through San Rafael; and it remains unclear if freight rail service on the NWP 
corridor continued to have a demonstrable, significant effect on San Rafael’s growth or community life in subsequent years. However, for 
the purposes of the current evaluation, ICF adopts 1929-1971 as the period of significance, as proposed by San Rafael Heritage. The 
physical features of the NWP Railroad Depot dating to this period are discussed in the integrity discussion, below. 
 
Regarding Criteria B/2 (associations with significant persons), ICF agrees with prior assessments that the NWP Railroad Depot does not 
appear to have a direct association with individuals who made significant contributions to local, state, or national history. 
 
Regarding Criteria C/3 (significant design/construction), ICF agrees with previous assertions that the original design of the NWP Railroad 
Depot, as developed by Frederick H. Meyer and constructed in 1929, originally had significant design quality that embodied the 
characteristics of the Mission Revival architectural style. ICF also agrees that Meyer should be considered a master architect. The original 
one-story building featured numerous features and materials that typify the style, including smooth stucco cladding, arched Mission 
belltower-type parapet details, rounded-arch arcades, molded stucco decorative elements, and clay barrel roof tiles covering the gable-
roofed passenger waiting room at the northern half of the building. The original building design was furthermore characterized by its low-
slung massing and horizontal orientation, which was emphasized by its arcades along the east and west façades. 
 
For a built environment resource to be significant under Criteria C/3, however, it must meet at least one of three tests: the resource must 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction; the resource must represent the work of a master; 
and/or the resource must possess high artistic value. A resource must be evaluated in its current physical condition rather than in 
consideration of an earlier design or state. As a result, ICF agrees with the findings or recommendations made by JRP in 2012, ICF 
International in 2013, and Painter in 2020 that the depot building does not appear eligible under Criteria C/3, given substantial alterations to 
its design since its construction and use as a railroad depot. Construction of the Whistlestop’s ground-floor addition at the north façade in 
the 1970s (replacing an earlier office addition) and construction of upper-story additions during the 1980s that cover most of the building’s 
original roof plate removed a number of additional features belonging to Meyer’s design, which had contributed to its unified expression of 
the Mission Revival architectural style. No façade retains its original appearance that reflects the 1929 Meyer design. Although features 
remain that identify the building as generally Mission Revival in style, and although the 1980s additions stylistically match the building’s 
original architectural aesthetic, the building has been so altered from its early appearance that it no longer embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a Mission Revival-style depot dating to the 1920s. For the same reasons, the NWP Railroad Depot no longer represents 
the work of its master architect, and does not possess high artistic value. The NWP Railroad Depot is not significant under Criteria C/3. 
 
Regarding Criteria D/4 (information potential), ICF agrees with prior assessments that the NWP Railroad Depot is not significant as a source, 
or likely source, of important historical information, nor does it appear likely to yield important information about historic construction methods, 
materials, or technologies. 
 
In summary, ICF agrees with prior assessments that the NWP Railroad Depot in San Rafael appears to have sufficient historical associations 
with local transportation history and community development to meet the significance threshold established by Criteria A/1. The current 
investigation adopts 1929-1971 as the resource’s period of significance. 
 
Integrity 
In addition to meeting at least one of the National Register/California Register evaluative criteria, it must also be demonstrated that a 
resource retains adequate historical integrity. Integrity is the measure by which a resource is evaluated based on that resource’s ability to 
convey its historical significance. To retain historic integrity, a resource must possess several (and usually most) of the following aspects: 
location, design, materials and workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. Furthermore, the NPS presents the following guidance 
regarding properties eligible under National Criterion A (the equivalent of California Criterion 1): “A property important for association with 
an event, historical pattern, or person(s) ideally might retain some features of all seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Integrity of design and workmanship, however, might not be as important to the 
significance” (NPS 1995:48). The current investigation generally agrees with the 2013 ICF International evaluation, which the State Historic 
Preservation Officer reviewed and concurred upon, which found the building lacks sufficient integrity to convey Criteria A/1 significance. 
However, the 2013 evaluation did not establish a period of significance. San Rafael Heritage has presented a positive integrity assessment 
using a 1929-1971 period of significance. The following expands the discussion of the NWP Railroad Depot’s integrity relative to a potential 
1929-1971 period of significance and provides ICF’s opinion regarding San Rafael Heritage’s assessment. This period of significance 
encompasses several extant alterations to the building, including the large office addition constructed at the south end of the building in the 
1940s and the incremental enclosure of open archways in the eastern façade in 1950s and 1960s. 
 
Location: ICF agrees that the subject building’s integrity of location is intact. The building has not been relocated and remains in its original 
location bounded by Tamalpais Avenue to the west, 4th Street to the north, the historic alignment of the NWP Railroad to the east, and 3rd 
Street to the south. 
 



 
 
 
 
Page 5 of 12     *Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) Northwestern Pacific Railroad Depot 
*Recorded by Jon Rusch, ICF 
*Date January 15, 2021                  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # P-21-001015_________________       _________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________     _________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial _______________________________________
    

Setting: The building’s integrity of setting is low to moderate. The building remains adjacent to San Rafael’s downtown commercial district; 
however, numerous adjacent buildings along Tamalpais Avenue to the east and west are no longer extant, replaced by surface parking lots 
and the Citibank building standing at the intersection of 3rd Street and Tamalpais Avenue. As such, the depot building now lacks the physical 
context that expresses a close connection to San Rafael’s historic downtown, which it originally served. A rail corridor remains immediately 
east of the building, but currently consists of the modern SMART trackage and raised passenger loading platforms. No such raised platforms 
existed historically. ICF disagrees with San Rafael Heritage’s assessment that the presence of the trackage is sufficient to allow the building 
to retain integrity of setting. Rather, the trackage may indicate the building’s past use, but there is no longer a concentration of original 
setting elements that would support a strong integrity of setting and help convey the building’s historical significance. 
 
Design: The building has low to moderate integrity of design. As discussed under Criteria C/3 significance, above, several features original 
to the depot building, and belonging to architect Frederick H. Meyer’s Mission Revival-style design, are no longer extant. In some instances, 
these features were removed or altered during the 1929-1971 period of significance, such as the enclosure of arches at the east façade and 
subsuming of the original southern portion of the building with the office addition. Even in consideration of the altered and expanded depot 
building in 1971, numerous subsequent and substantial alterations have occurred that further diminish its integrity of design. The 1970s-era 
north addition and 1980s-era upper-story additions can be seen as compatible with the original building’s architectural style and exterior 
materials, but required the removal of original features (i.e., gabled roof of the passenger waiting room) and disrupted the building’s generally 
one-story height and horizontal orientation that characterized it during the period of significance. Furthermore, the additions utilize cladding 
materials, roofing materials, and decorative features (such as the Mission-style shaped parapet at the north façade) that do not date to the 
period of significance but are virtually indistinguishable from historic elements, thus creating a false sense of historical development. At the 
west façade, the north and upper-story additions are continuous with the original stuccoed walls of the building, such that it may not be 
apparent to the untrained eye where the earlier depot building ends and the additions begin. As a result, these additions do not follow historic 
preservation best practices and confuse an impression of the building’s earlier design.2 
 
Materials and workmanship: Integrity of materials and workmanship are moderate. ICF agrees with San Rafael Heritage’s 2020 assessment 
that the current building retains numerous elements that date to the period of significance and express the building’s historic material palette 
and construction techniques: several shaped parapet details, stucco cladding, molded window and door treatments, and multi-lite windows. 
However, various additions that postdate the 1971 end-year of the period of significance involved the removal of decorative elements from 
the north façade, as well as the gabled roof of the passenger waiting room (the only portion of the original roof that featured clay tiles). 
 
Feeling: Integrity of feeling refers to “a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time. It results from 
the presence of physical features that, taken together, convey the property's historic character” (NPS 1995:45). In the case of the NWP 
Railroad Depot, the “historic character” of the building refers to its physical characteristics during its 1929-1971 period of significance. 
Relative to this period, the subsequent repurposing of the building to house a community services organization has resulted in low integrity 
of feeling. Given the building’s diminished integrity of setting, design, materials, and workmanship, it no longer expresses the feeling of a 
significant railroad depot constructed in 1929 and used for railroad operations for more than four decades. Richard Brandi has asserted the 
building “still looks like a railroad station” (Brandi 2012:6), but for the current evaluation ICF argues it has limited ability to express its historic 
use. Its physical proximity to the SMART passenger platforms and trackage, as well as the enclosed arcade at the east façade that previously 
sheltered a passenger waiting room, are extant clues as to its historic purpose. However, the building does not retain any historic-era signage 
identifying the building as the San Rafael NWP depot (as it had historically), and original NWP Railroad crests affixed to the façades are no 
longer extant. The removal of the original passenger waiting room roof to accommodate the 1980s upper-story additions furthermore 
removed features that once expressed the building’s historic role supporting the NWP Railroad. Furthermore, the upper-story additions 
create a larger massing than the depot building originally had, meaning the building is now out of scale relative to comparable depot buildings 
constructed elsewhere in California that supported similar mid-sized cities. The 1980s-era additions create a false sense of the railroad 
station’s design across its 1929-1971 period of significance. 
 
San Rafael Heritage’s 2020 assessment proposes that “the building continues to convey the artistic sense of the original design, through 
the retention of the arches (now enclosed but still visible), roof pitch, roof materials, and other related features” (San Rafael Heritage 2020). 
However, because the proposed area of significance is its transportation support role under Criteria A/1, rather than its original design under 
Criteria C/3, its integrity of feeling should convey a sense of its historic use. For the reasons described above, ICF does not agree with San 
Rafael Heritage’s assessment that the building retains integrity of feeling. 
 

 
2 In particular, the 1980s upper-story additions do not appear to comply with Standard 3 and Standard 9 of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. Standard 3 stipulates, “Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense 
of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.” Standard 9 states, 
“New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and 
its environment.” The National Park Service website presents the full list of rehabilitation standards: https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm. 
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Association: Integrity of association draws on the other aspects of integrity and is a measure of whether a “direct link” exists between the 
current building and its significant historic context. The NWP Railroad Depot retains its historic location and therefore continues to be the 
site where the NWP Railroad operated in San Rafael between the late 1920 and early 1970s. However, location is the only aspect of integrity 
that has not been diminished through changes to the building’s physical characteristics and setting. As stated in the discussion of feeling 
above, the building has a diminished ability to convey its historic rail support role, and its setting does not support an understanding of the 
building’s historic relationship to the historic downtown commercial district. It is important to note that other NWP depot buildings—such as 
those in Petaluma and Santa Rosa—remain more intact and can more clearly express their original railroad support role dating to the first 
half of the twentieth century. 
  
San Rafael Heritage’s 2020 assessment states the building’s relationship to the adjacent, modernized rail trackage is sufficient for the 
building to retain integrity of association. However, ICF finds, in consideration of the other changes to the building and its setting described 
above, that the NWP Railroad Depot does not easily read as a NWP facility that served the passenger service and freight needs of a growing 
community for several decades in the mid-twentieth century 
 
Due to the building’s diminished integrity of setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, ICF finds the NWP Railroad 
Depot does not have sufficient integrity overall to convey its significance under National Register/California Register Criteria A/1, relative to 
a 1929-1971 period of significance. This evaluation therefore finds the building to be not eligible for listing in the National Register or 
California Register. 
 
CEQA Historical Resource Status 
As presented by JRP in 2012, the NWP Railroad Depot does not meet any additional criteria that would qualify it as a historical resource 
under CEQA. ICF is in agreement with JRP’s assessment and presents an updated summary of the subject building’s CEQA historical 
resource status pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR § 15064.5). 
 
14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(1) 
A resource listed in, or determined by the State Historical Resources Commission to be eligible for listing in, the California Register of 
Historical Resources shall be considered to be historically significant[.] 
 
The resource has not been formally listed in the California Register or subject to State Historical Resources Commission review. Listing in 
the California Register occurs through a voluntary nomination process; resources are also automatically listed in the California Register if 
they are listed in the National Register or formally found eligible for National Register listing with SHPO review and concurrence. None of 
these scenarios has taken place regarding the NWP Railroad Depot. 
 
14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(2) 
A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or identified as 
significant in a historical resource survey meeting the requirements of Public Resources Code section 5024.1(g) shall be presumed to be 
historically or culturally significant. Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence 
demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant. 
 
The NWP Railroad Depot is not currently listed in a local register of historical resources. Sixteen individual properties and three historic 
districts are included in San Rafael’s local register, which appears to meet Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), but the NWP Railroad 
Depot is not among them (City of San Rafael 2020b). 
 
The building received an overall rating of “Good” in the San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey, updated in 1986. (The survey update 
does not appear to have involved an update to the documentation of the subject building.) Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k) 
specifies, however, “If the survey is five or more years old at the time of its nomination for inclusion in the California Register, the survey is 
updated to identify historical resources which have become eligible or ineligible due to changed circumstances or further documentation and 
those which have been demolished or altered in a manner that substantially diminishes the significance of the resource.” Furthermore, the 
City of San Rafael specifies that any resource recorded in the San Rafael Historical/Architectural Survey “must be presumed a significant 
resource, unless evidence to the contrary is provided” (City of San Rafael 2015). The 2020 assessment of the building for the Downtown 
San Rafael Precise Plan Historic Resources Survey states the building is no longer eligible for local landmark designation. The current site 
record documents an updated evaluation of the building and presents a preponderance of evidence demonstrating that, due to changed 
circumstances, the NWP Railroad Depot’s ability to convey its significance is diminished and does not qualify as a historical resource under 
14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(2). 
 
14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(3) 
Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript that a lead agency determines to be historically significant or significant 
in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California may 
be considered to be a historical resource, provided the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole 
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record. Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for 
listing in the California register[.] 
 
In consideration of ICF’s evaluation documented above, the NWP Railroad Depot does not meet the requirements for listing in the California 
Register and does not qualify as a historical resource under 14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(3). 
 
14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(4) 
The fact that a resource is not listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, not included 
in a local register of historical resources (pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code), or identified in an historical resources 
survey (meeting the criteria in section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code) does not preclude a lead agency from determining that the 
resource may be an historical resource as defined in Public Resources Code sections 5020.1(j) or 5024.1. 
 
Although 14 CCR § 15064.5(a)(4) allows a CEQA lead agency to consider any resource as a CEQA historical resource, the lead agency for 
the current study relies upon the preceding criteria of the CEQA guidelines to determine the historical resource status of the NWP Railroad 
Depot. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the discussion above of the NWP Railroad Depot relative to National Register/California Register Criteria A/1-D/4, the subject 
building is not eligible for individual listing in the National Register or California Register. The property is therefore not a historical resource 
for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(1)-(4) of the CEQA Guidelines. 
The current investigation assigns an updated status code of 6Z (ineligible for National Register, California Register, or Local designation 
through survey evaluation) to the resource. If the NWP Railroad Depot were to be listed in a local register of historical resources in the 
future, an updated status code of 5S1 would be appropriate at that time. 
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Additional figures: 
 

 
Figure 2. Aerial photograph showing the footprint of NWP Railroad Depot, 1931; visible are the passenger waiting room (with raised, 
gabled roof), passenger arcade facing the tracks, and south warehouse wing. Source: University of California, Santa Barbara Library 

(Flight C_1595, Frame 28), edited by ICF. 

 

 
Figure 3. 1935 photo of unenclosed passenger arcade, viewed facing southwest. The gabled roof to the passenger waiting room is 

visible behind the mission-style parapets near the center of the image. Source: Northwest Pacific Railroad Historical Society, via San 
Rafael Heritage. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Page 10 of 12     *Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) Northwestern Pacific Railroad Depot 
*Recorded by Jon Rusch, ICF 
*Date January 15, 2021                  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # P-21-001015_________________       _________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________     _________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial _______________________________________
    

 
Figure 4. c.1930s photograph of the depot building (left) and unenclosed passenger arcade, with trackage, viewed facing north. 
Buildings historically located east of the depot, which are no longer extant, are also visible at right. Source: San Rafael Heritage. 

 

 
Figure 5. Depot building, viewed facing northwest, shows the c.1940s NWP office addition, which blocked the south end of the 

passenger arcade. The northernmost arches in the arcade had also been enclosed at this time (at far right of image). Source: Anne T. 
Kent California Room, Marin County Free Library, via San Rafael Heritage. 
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Figure 6. 1965 aerial image. The red border represents the remaining original passenger waiting room and enclosed passenger arcade 

along its east side; the blue border represents the south office addition (1940s); the yellow border represents the north office addition 
(1950s). Source: University of California, Santa Barbara Library (Flight CAS_65_130, Frame 39-185), edited by ICF. 

 

 
Figure 7. The c.1970s north addition, which replaced an earlier north addition dating to the 1950s (outlined in yellow in Figure 6 above). 

Viewed facing south. 
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Figure 8. North end of the building, viewed facing southeast. The non-historic north addition is at left, and the 1980s-era upper-story 
addition is visible at the center of the image. The three divided-lite arched windows that originally belonged to the passenger waiting 

room are located at right; the original roof of that volume was removed to accommodate the second-story addition. 

 

 
Figure 9. South and east façades, viewed facing northwest. 
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Page 1 of  3                                          *Resource Name or #  San Rafael Passenger Depot, Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
              Continuation    Update 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  Whistlestop 
P2c. Address: 930 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael, CA 94901-3325 
P2e. Other Locational Data:  Assessor Parcel Number: 01127702 
 
*P3a.  Description:  The subject property has been field checked, and the building appears to have been substantially altered since its 
last recordation in January of 1978. The last recordation was very brief in its description. Since 1978, a two-story addition with a gable roof 
at the south bay appears to have been added to the original one-and-one-half-story pavilion. The west façade of this two-story addition 
features a second story balcony with a solid stucco wall and a row of vinyl-frame, single-hung windows and a glazed single-entry door at 
the north end of the windows. The first story below the balcony extends out from the rest of the building and features a row of wood-frame, 
multi-paned single-hung windows. A styled bell-tower parapet at the south end of the windows features pilasters on either side of the 
recessed opening, which contains a paneled wood door flanked by sidelights, as well as protruding Moderne style curvilinear brick walls. A 
fabric awning shelters this entrance. The west elevation of this second-story elevation contains the original bell-tower shaped parapets 
and the former arched breezeway arcade, which has been filled-in and sheathed with stucco. Wood-frame and steel-frame windows have 
also been placed in the former openings of the arcade. The two-story addition is attached to and flush with these former openings.  
 
The original portion facing 4th Street has also been elevated slightly and converted into two stories. The façade features rows of tall, non-
original metal-frame, double-casement windows along the second story of the east and west elevations. South of the bell tower along the 
west elevation are two, vinyl-frame single-hung windows. The previous recordation noted that there were additions on 3rd and 4th Streets. 
The addition facing 3rd Street is one story in height and has a flat roof, stucco siding, vinyl-frame windows, and clay tile awnings above the 
south elevation windows. The 4th Street addition has a gap between the flat roof extension and the current flat roof portion along the west 
elevation. This gap has been filled with the second story addition and extension of the original pavilion.  
 

Photograph 1. San Rafael depot, 1938. Courtesy of       Photograph 2. East elevation of San Rafael depot showing infill of the arched arcade 
Yesteryear.com                                                                     and an addition at the north end. Photograph taken on April 22, 2013.                 
 
A photograph taken in 1938, nine years after the Depot’s construction, shows the east elevation facing the railroad tracks as an open 
arched breezeway separated by columns used as a waiting area enclosing the original pavilion (Photograph 1). The breezeway arcade 
has been filled and sheathed in stucco. Steel-sash windows, five of which have steel-sash transoms, now punctuate the former arched 
openings (Photograph 2). The flanking, styled parapets have also been filled in and centered with single and double flush metal doors. A 
1942 photograph shows the north elevation featuring the typical styled parapet and arch opening flanked by the same styled parapets and 
a flat roof extension at the west bay of the north elevation with two filled arched openings centered with two multi-paned steel-sash 
windows. The west flanking parapet has been removed since the photograph was taken. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: HP 17 – Railroad Depot   
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  Monte Kim, ICF International, 630 K Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95818 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  Cultural Resources Inventory and Evaluation Report for SMART, the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit Downtown 
San Rafael, Marin County (MP 17) to Petaluma, Sonoma County (MP 38.5). Prepared for the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District. 
Prepared by ICF International, April 2013.  
 
 
 
 
 

  

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary #  P-21-001015 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
UPDATE SHEET        Trinomial ____________________________________________  

NRHP Status Code(s)    5S1/6Z 

     
 



 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

 

 

 

 
 

Page 2 of  3                                          *Resource Name or #    San Rafael Passenger Depot, Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
              Continuation    Update 

 
*B10.  Significance:  The City of San Rafael evaluated this property in 1978 as part of its ―Historical/Architectural Survey‖ (see attached 
inventory form). The evaluator for the City, Niki Simons, determined that the depot appeared to be individually eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) because of its Mission Revival architecture, and she assigned a California Historical 
Resource status code of 3S to the property. In 1986, the City updated its list of ―architecturally interesting‖ resources from the 1978 
survey. The list contains 305 properties, including the depot, all of which the City considers historical resources for the purposes of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The property is currently listed in the California Historical Resources Inventory Database 
with a 3S status code and has been assigned the Primary Number P-21-001015. 
 
On April 22, 2013, an ICF architectural historian field checked the subject property as part of an intensive level survey to identify cultural 
resources located within the study area of the proposed Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit corridor. After completing the field check and 
reviewing the previous recordation, the present evaluation concludes that the Northwestern Pacific (NWP) passenger depot in San Rafael 
lacks sufficient integrity to warrant inclusion in the NRHP or the CRHR. Historic photos and aerials indicate that the building has been 
substantially altered by modifications completed outside of the building’s historic period, which this evaluation has established as the 
period between 1929—the year the passenger depot was constructed—and 1958, the year passenger service ended between San Rafael 
and Eureka. 
 
The NWP grew out of a consolidation of 42 separate lines built between 1864 and the early twentieth century. The NWP was officially 
incorporated in 1907, when the Southern Pacific and the Santa Fe railroads decided to end their competition with each other in 
northwestern California and establish a joint line known as the Redwood Empire Route. The NWP constructed a number of passenger 
depots along the Redwood Empire Route, including the San Rafael passenger depot, which it built in 1929. The depot played an important  
role in promoting the economic development of the community. As such, the passenger depot possesses associative importance under 
NRHP Criterion A and CRHR Criterion 1. The building, however, lacks significance under NRHP Criterion B and CRHR Criterion 2, since it 
is not associated with the singular efforts of any individual important to the development of the passenger depot or the economic 
development of the community. The San Rafael passenger depot also lacks significance under NRHP Criterion C and CRHR Criterion 3, 
since its physical integrity has been substantially compromised by the numerous alterations it has incurred. Finally, the depot does not 
appear to be significant under NRHP Criterion D and CRHR Criterion 4 as a source or likely source of important historical information, 
construction methods, materials, or technologies. 
 
With regard to integrity considerations, the passenger depot retains its integrity of location, but its setting has been adversely affected by 
the demolition or replacement of surrounding buildings. Additionally, its integrity of workmanship, design, and materials has been severely 
compromised by numerous additions, façade alterations, and fenestration modifications, all of which diminish the building’s ability to 
convey the feeling of a late 1920s passenger depot and make it more difficult to see its original association with the NWP. Because of its 
compromised integrity, the San Rafael passenger depot does not appear to meet the minimum eligibility criteria for listing in the NRHP or 
the CRHR. 
 
The depot is, however, a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. It is included in the City of San Rafael’s list of locally designated 
resources, and it was evaluated for this update recordation in accordance with Section 15064.5 (a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA guidelines using 
the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
 
In conclusion, the NWP San Rafael depot is an individual property that is locally-designated and listed in the San Rafael 
―Historical/Architectural Survey,‖ but it is also proposed to be ineligible for listing in the NRHP and the CRHR due to its lack of integrity. As 
such, the present evaluation has assigned two status codes to this property, 5S1 and 6Z. 
 
*B12. References:  Historic aerials (1946, 1987, 2002, 2005) on file at historicaerials.com; Historic Architectural Resources Report, 
October 2004, Prepared for Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc. by Garcia and Associates. 
 
*B14.  Evaluators: Aisha Rahimi-Fike and Monte Kim, Ph.D., ICF International, 620 Folsom Street, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94107 
 
*Date of Evaluation:  April 23, 2013 
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Photographs: 
 

      
                                        Photograph 3.                                                                                           Photograph 4. 
Northwestern Pacific Depot. 930 Tamalpais Ave. View south.                        Northwestern Pacific Depot. 930 Tamalpais Ave. View southeast. 

 
 
 

      
                                    Photograph 5.                                                                                               Photograph 6. 
Northwestern Pacific Depot. 930 Tamalpais Ave. View northwest.           Northwestern Pacific Depot. 930 Tamalpais Ave. View southwest. 
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Page 1 of 9   *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1001 Irwin Street 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 
748.17.) San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District.  
*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # ____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Firestone; Bridgestone 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 1001 Irwin Street City San Rafael                          Zip 94901 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S 542072.83 m E/ 4202874.08m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 014‐085‐09 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The square parcel that contains the subject building contains a paved parking to the east and minimal landscaping including ivy and a few 
trees. The property is located on Irwin Street, a commercial thoroughfare, between 4th Street to the south and Fifth Avenue to the north. A 
viaduct carrying U.S. Route 101 (Redwood Highway) is approximately 65 feet west of the subject property. 
 
1001 Irwin Street is a one-story Mid-Century Modern style commercial building in San Rafael, California that is currently unoccupied (Figure 
1). The rectangular-plan building sits on an at-grade foundation and is primarily clad in stone veneer and what appears to be smooth stucco 
over concrete. The building expresses general characteristics of the Midcentury Modern style through minimal ornamentation, flat roof, large 
storefront windows, and extended fascia and soffit. 1001 Irwin Street’s primary facade faces east and contains most of the building’s 
fenestration. 
 
(See continuation sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building) 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  
 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: Primary (east) and south façades 
looking north, 8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1971, original building permit (Source: City of San Rafael 
Community Development 2020)  
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Alexander Fund PAC V CA LLC 
2521 Fairmount Street 
Dallas, TX 75201 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 8/17/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1001 Irwin Street 

DPR 523B (9/2013)   *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD      

B1.  Historic Name: Firestone Tire and Rubber Co.; San Rafael Firestone 
B2.  Common Name: 1001 Irwin Street 
B3.  Original Use: Tire Shop, Auto Service Station, and Showroom  B4.  Present Use: Vacant 
*B5.  Architectural Style: Mid-Century Modern 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The original 1971 building permit for 1001 Irwin Street shows that the one-story building was constructed using the tilt-up construction 
method to house a Firestone tire retail store (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020). Online permits reveal the following building 
alterations occurred in 2016: re-roofing; installation of two oil tanks; and sign installation. Visual inspection reveals the previous commercial 
signage on the primary façade’s fascia was removed at an unknown date and the signage on the stand-alone metal sign within the parking 
lot was replaced at an unknown date. Since its construction, the building footprint appears to have remained unchanged.   
  
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features:  paved parking lot 
 
B9a.  Architect: William H. McDevitt Co. (Building design) 
 
b.  Builder: William H. McDevitt Co. (Contractor); David Alan Welisch (Engineer) 
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). 
 
(See continuation sheet.) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Andrea Dumovich, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial ____________________________________________
    

*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The subject building is divided into a showroom space at its south end (corresponding to the primary and south façades) and six automobile 
service bays at its north end (accessed through the primary façade) (Figure 2). Wide, stucco-clad fascia wraps around most of the primary 
and south façades with extended fascia and soffit over the recessed showroom space. Stone veneer clads both the southwest and northeast 
corners of the building (Figure 3).  
 
The showroom contains a band of large, aluminum-frame storefront windows at the building’s southeast corner that rise from foundation to 
fascia (Figure 4). The main entrance to the building is incorporated into the band of storefront windows on the primary façade. The entrance 
features fully glazed, aluminum-frame, double pedestrian doors below a large, fixed transom. A partially glazed aluminum-frame pedestrian 
door and transom is located on the primary façade between the showroom and the automobile service bays. The automobile service bays 
each contain a single roll-down vehicular door that has three-over-three aluminum frame windows over a larger aluminum panel at the door’s 
base. The north end of the primary façade terminates with a panel featuring stone veneer cladding that surrounds a metal-framed double 
pedestrian door and rises above the primary roofline (Figure 5). The rear (west) façade features smooth stucco cladding and no openings.  
 
A stand-alone, double-sided metal sign with two attached lights stands at the southeast corner of the property’s parking lot.  
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19).  
 
Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).   
 



 
 
 
 
Page 4 of 9     *Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) 1001 Irwin Street 
*Recorded by Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
*Date August 17, 2020             Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (9/2013)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial ____________________________________________
    

The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020). 
 
Site History  
In 1941, the elevated U.S. Route 101 (Redwood Highway) was constructed through San Rafael, just one parcel west of where the subject 
property was later built (Caltrans 1999; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950: 19). Sanborn maps from 1950 also show the subject parcel 
contained one gas station and two automobile-related buildings fronting 4th Street, and two one-and-a-half story residences fronting Irwin 
Street (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). Those five buildings were demolished to accommodate the subject building, which was 
constructed in 1971 as a Firestone showroom and automobile service station, designed by the firm William H. McDevitt Co. The building’s 
engineer was David Alan Welisch (Figure 6) (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 
1971a:6). Research uncovered no substantial information on Welisch.  
 
The firm of William H. McDevitt Co., established in 1956, was a one-stop shop for residential, commercial, and industrial buildings in San 
Rafael (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1956:8). The firm specialized in project engineering, architectural design, land acquisition, 
financing, and construction, noting in a 1967 advertisement that they “employ the services of A.I.A. architects and licensed civil, structural 
and soils engineers…in our lump sum package plan” (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1967:20). Newspaper research indicates that 
William H. McDevitt Co. designed numerous Moderne-style residences and commercial properties in Marin County between the late 1950s 
through early 1970s, including the Harbor Point apartments in Marin (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1959:38).  
 
Permits and newspaper research reveal the following owners associated with the property: Firestone Rubber Co. (1971); Grady Kromer and 
Herbert Zuniga (1971); BFS Retail & Commercial Operations (2009-2016) (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020; San Rafael 
Daily Independent Journal 1971b:40). Alexander Fund PAC V CA LLC currently owns the property (ParcelQuest 2020). No pertinent 
information was uncovered regarding the subject building’s known owners. Based on permits, Google street view, and historic newspaper 
research, Firestone was the primary occupant of the property following its construction in 1971 (City of San Rafael Community Development 
2020). While newspaper research identified Grady Kromer and Herbert Zuniga as owners and employees of Firestone in 1971, research did 
not reveal information regarding them or any Firestone employees (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1971c:35). At some point between 
2019 and 2020, Firestone vacated the building, and it has since been vacant.  
 
Evaluation of 1001 Irwin Street 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), nor was it previously evaluated and/or found eligible for listing. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the 
subject property under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1–4 for individual eligibility.   
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events): 
 
1001 Irwin Street is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. The subject commercial tire shop and showroom was 
constructed in 1971, in the post-World War II era, in order to serve automobile growth in San Rafael, which was a common and broad 
historical trend both locally and throughout the nation during that time. In San Rafael, gas stations and automobile-related properties were 
developed starting in the early twentieth century and were situated near the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. 
In the post-World War II era, the city’s transit hub was mostly concentrated in the area adjacent to the elevated U.S. Route 101, and it 
included at least eight gas stations by 1950. Research did not yield evidence that the building is associated with more specific events or 
patterns of events that have historical significance. In order to be eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1, a commercial automobile-related 
property would need to be directly associated with an important historic context, such as being one of the first such automobile-related 
property in San Rafael or the wider region. Additionally, research conducted on the building’s occupants did not reveal that the commercial 
building fostered early or remarkable business growth for Firestone Tires, its primary tenant, or for San Rafael at large. The commercial 



 
 
 
 
Page 5 of 9     *Resource Name or #(Assigned by recorder) 1001 Irwin Street 
*Recorded by Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
*Date August 17, 2020             Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (9/2013)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial ____________________________________________
    

building does not appear to be associated with significant patterns of local or regional history or with the cultural heritage of California or the 
United States. Therefore, the subject building at 1001 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1.    
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
Research uncovered that for approximately 48 years, between circa 1971-2019, Firestone was the building’s only tenant. No pertinent 
information was uncovered regarding any of Firestone’s identified employees, including Grady Kromer and Herbert Zuniga, who owned the 
building in 1971, or any of the known building owners. Therefore, 1001 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
1001 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 because the commercial building lacks distinctive architectural character. 
The subject building was built in 1971 by the firm William H. McDevitt Co. Although William H. McDevitt Co. designed numerous residential 
and commercial properties throughout Marin County, research uncovered no information on the architects who were employed by the firm. 
Additionally, the subject building does not appear to be the work of a master design professional or builder.  While the subject building 
exhibits some general characteristics of the Midcentury Modern style through its use of minimal ornamentation, flat roof, large storefront 
windows, and extended fascia and soffit, these characteristics are not employed in an innovative fashion and by themselves do not qualify 
the building as significant under NRHP/CRHR C/3. Furthermore, the building’s tilt-up concrete construction was typical in the post-World 
War II period for industrial and commercial properties and does not distinguish the subject building from countless other similar examples 
constructed during the same period. The commercial building does not embody a noteworthy type, period, region, or method of construction. 
As a result, the subject building does not have high architectural value and is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.  
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 1001 Irwin Street does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already 
captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
 
Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 1001 Irwin Street is not eligible for individual listing on the 
CRHR. The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. View of primary 
(east) façade facing northwest, showing the showroom at the south end and the automobile service bays at the north end. Source: ICF 

8/11/2020. 
 

 
 

Figure 3. View of south façade, 
facing northeast, showing the stone veneer cladding and glazed showroom. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
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Figure 4. View of the south end of the primary façade, 
facing west, showing the showroom and main entrance. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 

 

 
 
 

Figure 5. View of north end of primary façade and and north façade, 
facing west, showing the stone veneer cladding at the building’s north end. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
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Figure 6. Newspaper advertisement of Firestone’s grand opening at 1001 Irwin Street. View of primary façade, 
facing northwest. Source: San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1971b: 40. 
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*P11.  Report Citation: ICF. 2021. San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project Draft Environmental Impact Report. April. (ICF 748.17.) 
San Rafael, CA. Prepared for Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. 
*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 
DPR 523A (9/2013)    *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # ____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # _______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code __________ 
    Other Listings __________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: None 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County Marin 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Rafael Date 2018  T; R; of Sec ____;  B.M. 
c. Address: 1015 Irwin Street City San Rafael                          Zip 94901 
d.  UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S 542094.10 m E / 4202913.16 m N 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN: 014‐085‐11 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The parcel that contains the subject building is an L-shaped lot with a paved parking lot to the rear (west) of the subject building. The property 
is located on Irwin Street, a commercial thoroughfare, between Fifth Avenue to the north and 4th Street to the south; a viaduct carrying U.S. 
Route 101 (Redwood Highway) is to the property’s immediate west.  
 
1015 Irwin Street is a one-and-one-half-story commercial building in San Rafael, California that currently houses a law firm office (Figure 
1). The rectangular-plan, cross-gabled building sits on a raised foundation and is primarily clad in a mix of non-original smooth stucco and 
brick. The roof is a steeply pitched gabled front with wings on either side, and is covered in asphalt shingles. The primary facade faces east 
towards Irwin Street (Figure 2). The north end of the primary façade contains a front porch and main entrance that is accessible by a set of 
stairs.  
 
(See continuation sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6 (1-3 story commercial building) 
 
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other  
 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #) Figure 1: Primary (east) façade looking west, 
8/11/2020 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Circa 1907, Sanborn Map (Source: ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1907a:10)   
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Brady 2011 Family Trust; Brady Steven J Trust 
20 Bayshore Ter  
Tiburon, CA 94920 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address) 
Andrea Dumovich, ICF 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1500  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 10/15/20 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

 

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures and 
objects) 
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DPR 523B (9/2013)   *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD      

B1.  Historic Name: None 
B2.  Common Name: 1015 Irwin Street  
B3.  Original Use: Residence  B4.  Present Use: Commercial office 
*B5.  Architectural Style: None 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  
 
The City of San Rafael’s online permit portal did not contain the original building permit from circa 1907 (City of San Rafael Community 
Development 2020). Online permits and plans reveal the following building alterations occurred over time: Sign installation (1978); electric 
sign (1978); office remodeling (1978); reroofing (1982 and 1999); construction of a second-story addition for office use (2008); and wall 
repair due to fire damage (2018) (City of San Rafael Community Development 2020; City of San Rafael 2020a). Although the 2008 permit 
for a second-story addition does not state where the addition was built, historic aerial photographs show that that it was likely a new side-
facing gable at the south façade (NETR 2020). Sanborn maps also reveal that between 1924 and 1950, the building received an addition at 
its northwest corner and an added porch on the north façade (both additions are extant); however, the 1950 Sanborn map shows an added 
one-story porch at the building’s rear that is no longer extant (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 
1950:19). (See continuation sheet.) 
 
*B7.  Moved?  No  Yes  Unknown    Date: N/A  Original Location: N/A 
 
*B8.  Related Features:  Rear parking lot 
 
B9a.  Architect:  Unknown 
 
b.  Builder: Unknown 
 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A 
Period of Significance N/A  Property Type N/A    Applicable Criteria N/A 
 
Historic Context: San Rafael  
Surveyors first laid out the San Rafael town site in 1850; it became the county seat soon after and has remained so since that time. San 
Rafael grew quickly as it benefited from a flourishing cattle trade and its connectivity to San Francisco and other urban centers via steamboat 
(Levy 1976:16B). Growth patterns were further accelerated by the completion of the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1870. This 
railroad increased access to and from San Francisco and popularized Marin County as a retreat for San Francisco families (GANDA 
2004:11). The rail line was 3.5 miles in length and traversed marshy conditions between San Rafael and Corte Madera Creeks in order to 
bring passengers to the ferry landing in present-day San Quentin. The line’s tracks roughly followed what is now Anderson Drive (Marin 
History Museum 2020). (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References: (See continuation sheet.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:  n/a 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Andrea Dumovich, ICF  
 
*Date of Evaluation: 1/15/2021 
 
(This space reserved for official comments.) 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The main entrance is a single, pedestrian door. Although it is not entirely clear from the public right of way, the door appears to be made of 
contemporary wood with three small upper lites. Additional, secondary doors are located at the rear (west) façade, which appear to be 
contemporary doors similar to that of the main entrance, at the first, second, and third stories (Figure 3). 
 
Windows throughout the first story of the primary (north and east) façades include two on the north façade, near the main entrance and 
porch, and three on the east façade. All of these windows except for one on the east façade are single, double-hung wood-sash windows 
set in wood casing and appear to be original. The original windows’ upper windowpanes contain a decorative came pattern on clear glass. 
The single outlier window on the east façade is a smaller, rectangular hopper window situated between two original double-hung windows. 
It appears there are no windows at the rear façade’s first story. The south façade’s first story is not visible from the public-right-of-way. 
 
Second story windows on the primary (east) façade appear to be a pair of metal-sash, horizontal slider replacement windows. Second story 
windows at the primary (north) façade are not visible due to tree coverage. At the rear façade, second story windows appear to be smaller 
vinyl-sash slider windows. Additional window openings also appear to have been covered over at the rear façade’s second story. Aerial 
imagery of the south façade shows windows are located at the second and third story, however the window type and materials are not 
discernable. 
 
The porch at the primary (north) façade is partially enclosed by two brick-clad rectangular columns supported by a partial brick-clad wall that 
is attached to the north façade. It appears there is at least one brick-clad pilaster fixed to the north façade, closer to the building’s rear. The 
porch steps are also clad in brick. A single metal handrail is fixed to the north façade, adjacent to the porch steps.  
 
Both the primary and north facades contain landscaped vegetation consisting of low ornamental hedges, bushes, and a few trees, and 
minimal vegetation is also located near the rear façade. A double-sided commercial sign for the law firm tenant, stating, “BLG” and “Brady 
Law Group Trial Lawyers,” is fixed into the landscape adjacent to the building’s primary façade. A wood fence is affixed adjacent to the 
building’s primary façade, near the neighboring property at 1011 Irwin Street, and an additional wood fence is located near the building’s 
northwest corner which may provide an enclosed patio space.  
 
*B6.  Construction History (continued): 
 
Visual inspection and review of Google street view images reveal the following alterations: change of use from residence to commercial use; 
replacement of original siding (unconfirmed but likely horizontal wood siding) for smooth stucco; removal of three windows in the primary 
façade gable end and addition of two metal-sash horizontal slider windows (occurring sometime between 2008-2019); addition of brick 
staircase at the north façade and brick veneer siding along north façade; window replacement within north façade porch; main entrance 
door replacement; metal hand rail along north façade addition; addition of roof skylights; and west façade additions, including: the exterior 
staircase, windows, siding, and doors.   
 
*B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
A separate regional line called the North Pacific Coast Railroad was founded in 1874 and became the North Shore Railroad in 1902. The 
North Shore Railroad operated across Marin and Sonoma counties, transporting both goods and passengers between Sausalito and 
Cazadero. In 1884, the Santa Fe and North Pacific Railroad built the shed-style San Rafael Union Station west of Tamalpais Ave at the east 
end of the city’s downtown commercial district (DeGeorgey 2010). Multiple branches served San Rafael, with the tracks aligning along 
Tamalpais Ave. In 1884, residences simultaneously developed adjacent to San Rafael’s rail depot building and continued to fill nearby lots 
through the 1890s and early 1900s (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907b:17). 
 
Under a larger consolidation effort undertaken by the Southern Pacific Railroad and Santa Fe Railway, the North Shore Railroad merged 
with the San Rafael & San Quentin Railroad in 1907 and became the Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWP), a regional rail line that served 
the north coast of California (PacificNG 2015). NWP facilitated the transport of redwood timber from northern California to markets in San 
Francisco and came to be known as the Redwood Empire Route (GANDA 2011; AECOM 2014). The Southern Pacific Railroad acquired 
the NWP line in full in 1929, the same year that Sir Francis Drake Boulevard was extended west to Point Reyes Station. Southern Pacific 
built several depots along the route and also replaced the San Rafael Union Station in 1929 with an updated Mission Revival-style depot 
building that included expanded indoor waiting areas and a café (ICF International 2013).  
 
The federal government authorized funding in 1925 to establish U.S. Route 101. The federal highway generally followed existing state and 
local routes between San Diego, California and Seattle, Washington; its route passed through Marin County. Construction of the portion of 
U.S. Route 101 in Marin County was completed in 1931 with the construction of a bridge over Richardson Bay near Mill Valley. Immediately 
east of downtown San Rafael, U.S. Route 101 followed a route between Tamalpais Avenue and Irwin Street. Construction of the highway 
required the demolition of residences and commercial properties in its path, including part of the early 1900s lumber yards (ProQuest Digital 
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Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). At the same time, the Great Depression led to a significant decline in 
passenger use on the NWP and an almost complete halt in freight transportation (AECOM 2014). This, in combination with the rise in 
personal automobile ownership and the expanding highway system across the region, led to the decommissioning of several branch lines 
in Marin and Sonoma counties. By the mid-1930s, the automobile had replaced rail as the preferred mode of travel and the NWP had 
abandoned over 138 miles of track (AECOM 2014). The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 connected Marin to San Francisco 
via U.S. Route 101 and solidified the transition in regional transportation from combined rail/ferry to automobiles. Commuter rail service in 
Marin County was discontinued altogether in 1941 (Landecker 2016). 
 
That same year, the portion of U.S. Route 101 in San Rafael was elevated via a two-lane viaduct to accommodate the increase in automobile 
traffic along the highway (Caltrans 1999). World War II brought an increased military presence to southern Marin County: shipyard jobs and 
the establishment of the United States Army Hamilton Field north of San Rafael resulted in an economic boon to the area (Levy 1976: 16B). 
Following the end of World War II, many of the local war-time workers decided to stay in the Bay Area and settled in Marin County. Sanborn 
maps reveal that residential construction increased within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot between the 1920s-1950s (ProQuest Digital 
Sanborn Maps 1924:19; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19).  
 
Traffic through San Rafael continued to increase in tandem with the local postwar population boom and associated residential development 
in the 1950s. The Richmond-San Rafael bridge opened in 1956, which increased congestion in the city. The original raised viaduct was 
converted to northbound-only lanes, and a parallel southbound viaduct was built in 1964, encroaching upon the air space near Tamalpais 
Avenue in San Rafael. The southbound viaduct was widened further in 1971 (Caltrans 1999).   
 
The City’s existing downtown commercial and railroad corridors, both located just off the highway, made it an opportune location for the 
establishment of service stations and other automobile related businesses in the 20th century. A Sanborn fire insurance map from 1924 
shows two gasoline stations within the area surrounding the original San Rafael Union Station building on Tamalpais Avenue. After commuter 
rail service was discontinued, Greyhound Lines constructed a bus station adjacent to the current depot building that provided connectivity 
between San Francisco and NWP’s northern California lines that terminated at San Rafael at that time (Baseline Environmental Consulting 
2020). The 1950 Sanborn fire insurance map illustrates a transit hub adjacent to the highway centered around the Greyhound bus station, 
with eight additional gas stations having been established as well as several car washes and auto sales lots in the area (Baseline 
Environmental Consulting 2020; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1950:19). 
 
Residential and commercial development picked up in downtown San Rafael after 1970 (Baseline Environmental Consulting 2020). The 
San Rafael depot closed in 1974, when local freight service was discontinued, and NWP halted rail service south of San Rafael altogether 
in 1981 when the railroad tunnel between San Rafael and Larkspur closed (AECOM 2014). Residents today depend on a combination of 
bus lines, personal vehicles, and ferry transit to commute to San Francisco. However, some sections of the NWP line remain in use in Marin 
County.  In 2017, renewed interest in passage service led the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) agency to begin its operations in 
San Rafael (City of San Rafael 2020b). 
 
Site History 
Sanborn maps from 1894 show the subject property’s location was vacant at that time, with a creek to the west and a mix of one and two-
story residences in the vicinity (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1894:13). By the time of the 1907 Sanborn map publication, the subject 
property appeared as a residential building (ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1907a: 10). Newspaper and online research revealed no 
information regarding the building’s architect. The earliest historic aerial photograph verifying the subject building’s footprint is dated 1931 
(UC Santa Barbara 2020). A 1941 USGS map indicates that the Northwestern Pacific train tracks ran approximately 460 feet to the west of 
the subject building at that time (USGS 1941). That same year, the elevated U.S. Route 101 (Redwood Highway) was constructed through 
San Rafael, built just west of the subject property as later shown in 1950 Sanborn maps (Caltrans 1999; ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 
1950:19).  
 
Newspaper research indicates that Fabian (Fred) Cebalo and wife Martha Cebalo, of Scotland, lived at the subject property for approximately 
57 years, from circa 1917 to 1974 (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1974:4). In 1914, the couple moved to Marin County and by 1917 
they purchased the subject property, where they resided for the remainder of their lives (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1974:4). 
Fred Cebalo worked for Packard automobile dealership and was the first person to become a Packard dealer in Northern California in 1921 
(San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1974:4; Oakland Tribune 1923:76; Oakland Tribune 1941:32). By 1923, there were 24 Packard 
dealers throughout Northern California (Oakland Tribune 1923:76). For Fred’s twentieth work anniversary with Packard in 1941, a newspaper 
article notes that he “established an outstanding Packard sales record” and that “this service has won Cebalo many friends and this friendship 
of the Packard owners in Marin County is the underlying reason for his outstanding success” (Oakland Tribune 1941:32). During his career, 
Fred also held the position as President of the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce. In 1956, Fred retired from Packard (San Rafael Daily 
Independent Journal 1959:2).  
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Newspaper and permit research reveal that by circa 1978, 1015 Irwin Street had been converted from residential to commercial use (City 
of San Rafael Community Development 2020; San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1974:4). Permits reveal the following additional owners 
associated with the property: Mac Elhenny Realty (1978); Merrill Lynch Realty (1982); and Roger Smith (1999). Brady 2011 Family Trust 
currently owns the property (ParcelQuest 2020). Aside from the building’s current tenant, Brady Law Group, research uncovered no 
additional building tenants.   
 
Evaluation of 1015 Irwin Street 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), nor was it previously evaluated and found eligible. The following discussion provides an evaluation of the subject 
property under NRHP Criteria A-D and CRHR Criteria 1–4 for individual eligibility.   
 
CRITERIA A/1 (Events): 
 
1015 Irwin Street is not associated with any event(s) of historical significance. In order to be eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1, a 
residence or commercial building would need to be directly associated with an important event that made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of state or national history. The subject building was constructed in circa 1907 as a home that contributed to gradual 
residential growth in and around downtown San Rafael. As early as the 1880s, residences within a few blocks of the San Rafael depot 
housed members of the city’s growing population. As such, the subject building does not appear to be an early or influential example of 
residential construction in San Rafael. Research did not yield evidence that the building is associated with more specific events or patterns 
of events that have historical significance.  Although early building owner Fabian (Fred) Cebalo contributed to the Packard Motor Car 
Company’s sales success in San Rafael and Northern California between the 1920s and 1950s, Cebalo’s work relating to Packard is not 
directly associated with the subject property, which was his family’s residence for several decades. The subject building does not appear to 
be associated with broad patterns of local or regional history or with the cultural heritage of California or the United States. Therefore, the 
subject building at 1015 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1.    
 
CRITERIA B/2 (Person): 
 
Research uncovered that for approximately 57 years, from circa 1917 to 1974, Fabian (Fred) Cebalo and wife Martha Cebalo owned the 
subject building as their residence. Research identified Fred Cebalo as the first Packard dealer in Northern California in 1921, who 
contributed to Packard’s sales success in San Rafael through much of the mid-twentieth century. In order for someone to be found significant 
under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2, a person would have associations with the subject building (such as being were the person lived or worked) 
and be individually significant within a historic context. Although Fred owned 1015 Irwin Street, Fred’s work relating to Packard is not directly 
associated with the subject property, as he would likely have conducted his sales at a Packard dealership location or an office outside of his 
home (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1974:4; Oakland Tribune 1923: 76; Oakland Tribune 1941:32). Although two years following 
Fred’s employment as the first Northern California Packard dealer the company expanded to 24 dealers in the region, research did not 
uncover that Fred’s work alone directly contributed to the business’s expansion in Northern California (Oakland Tribune 1923:76). No 
pertinent information was uncovered regarding Fred’s position as president of the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce, nor were details 
uncovered regarding Fred’s wife Martha (San Rafael Daily Independent Journal 1959: 2). Finally, no relevant information was found 
pertaining to the building’s later owners: Mac Elhenny Realty (1978); Merrill Lynch Realty (1982); Roger Smith (1999); and current owner 
Brady 2011 Family Trust. Therefore, 1015 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria B/2. 
 
CRITERIA C/3 (Design/Construction): 
 
1015 Irwin Street is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3 because the building lacks distinctive architectural character. The 
architect of the subject building built in circa 1907 is unknown; however, it does not appear to be the work of a master design professional 
or builder due to its relatively modest design and lack of notable features. It no longer retains any features distinct enough to classify it within 
a certain style or period. Alterations over the years, including the addition of stucco and brick veneer siding, as well as the removal of many 
of its original windows and construction of a upper-story side addition, have substantially altered its original design and made it so it no 
longer retains enough of its original characteristics to be considered significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3. The building does not 
embody a noteworthy type, period, region, or method of construction. As a result, the subject building does not have high architectural value 
and is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria C/3.  
 
CRITERIA D/4 (Information Potential): 
 
The subject property at 1015 Irwin Street does not appear to be a source, or likely source, of important historical information not already 
captured in the historic record. Therefore, it is not significant under NRHP/CRHR Criteria D/4.  
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Conclusion 
Based on an evaluation of the building under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A/1-D/4, 1015 Irwin Street is not eligible for individual listing on the 
CRHR. The property is therefore not a historical resource for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code. 
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Additional Figures: 
 

 
 

Figure 2. View of the primary (north) façade, facing south. Source: ICF 8/11/2020. 
 

 
 

Figure 3. View of rear (west) façade, facing southeast. Source: Google, April 2019. 
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